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Lesson Calendar for the Next Quarter 


1. April 6—God Our Heavenly Father 
Gen. 1:1, 27; Psalm 103: 1-14; Matt. 6 : 24-34 
2. April 13.—Christ Our Saviour 
Matt. 20 :27, 28; John 1 : 35-51; 3: 16; Rom. 8: 31, 32 
3. April 20.—Our Risen Lord (Easter Lesson). Matt. 28 : 1-10 
4. April 27—The Holy Spirit Our Helper 
John 16: 7-15; Acts 2: 1-18 
. May 4.—Man. Made in the Image 
To Cae ae Gen. 1 : 26-28; 2: 7-9; Ephesians 4 : 20-24 
6. May 11.—Sin and Its Consequences 
Gen. 3: 1-24; Romans 1 : 18-23; James 1:15 
7. May 18.—The Grace of God 
Gen. 6:8; Exod. 34:6, 7; 2 Cor. 12:9; Eph. 2: 4-10; 
Titus 2: 11-14 
8 May 25.—Repentance : 
Jonah 3:1-10; Luke 13: 1-5; Acts 2:37, 38 
9. June 1.—Faith: What It Is and What : 
BS DORR. Fa vced ip vdvccicdecccecctBees Heb. 11 : 1-40; 12:1, 2 
10. June 8.—Obedience ...... ‘ 
Gen. 12:1-4; Matt. 7 : 16-29; John 14: 21-24 
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11. June 15.—Prayer.............. Matt. 6: 5-15; Luke 18 : 1-14 
Si: PIE OEE, v.06 6.0 0 bes oc bd ysceecs cevess 1 Corinthians 13 
13. June 29.—Review: Response to God’s Love 

Selection for Reading ..........cccseceeseees Phil. 3: 7-14 


PAPER that is sixty years old, as The Sunday 
School Times is this year, has seen many changes 
in the field of religious journalism. But one stand 
taken more than a generation ago by this paper has 
undergone no change here,—the determination to 


have no bad company for good advertisers in these 

columns, and.no unworthy concerns finding access 

through this paper to its family of readers. That de- 
termination still holds. 





Not Gone 


By Julia H. Thayer 


F THEY, in Heaven, are with the Lord, 
And you, on earth, He doth enfold, 
How plain the truth, that you and they 
Are still together as of old! : 








An Index to the contents of The Sunday School 
Times for 1918, both general and classified by de- 
partments, by titles, and by authors, giving also 
titles and authors of books noticed, may be had from 
The Sunday School Times Company for ten cents. 
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The Living One 

Earth resounds with “vivas” and “vives” to-day. 
Mankind is looking to red-blooded, strong-armed, 
big-brained men for help. We do indeed owe much 
to men of this type. Long may they live to help. 
Let us remember, above all, however, how much is 
said in the Bible about the living God. Luther, ac- 
cording to the Keswick Calendar, was once in a 
place of peril and fear, needing to grasp unseen 


strength. Sitting in an abstracted mood, he traced 
on the table with his finger the Latin word, “Vivit! 
Vivit!’” (“He lives! He lives!”) Men come and go; 
God ‘abides. “He is able...seeing he ever liveth” 
(Heb. 7: 25). 


ax 
Another Foch Maxim , 


A book of tactics is invaluable to a commande 
—except on the battlefield. A single lesson on strat- 
egy unmastered in the military school may lose the 
day in the clash of arms. Marshal Foch on con- 
tinent-wide battle lines outmaneuvered the greatest 
masters of war. A reader of The Sunday School 
Times, stating that he was interested in its editorial 
of January 4, “What Can Christians Learn from 
Foch?” quotes another of the great French general’s 
rules: “There is no studying on the battlefield. It is 
then simply a case of doing what is possible to make 
use of what one knows. And in order to make a lit- 
tle possible one must know much.” “I used this 
thought,” the reader added, “in class discussion of 
the eighty years’ preparation of Moses.” Every 
morning watch, family altar, Sunday-school class, 
Bible School, and Bible correspondence school is a 
West. Point,—is it not? —which will furnish some 
maxim of value for the fierce spiritual warfare 
against the forces of evil. 


= 
Vocabulary Suggestions 


Does thy speech “bewray” thee? His Galilean 
accent identified Peter,— but he learned to speak a 
better language afterward. A Christian as an ambas- 
sador’ of God on earth ought to speak the language 
of the country he represents. An evangelist was 
holding a meeting in a dead church, where a little 
woman up front began .timidly to say, “Hallelujah!” 
The official board appealed to the preacher to stop 
the interruptions upon the ground that a woman 


should not be suffered to speak in the churches, but 
he refused, saying, “No, indeed; this is the first 
sign of life I have noticed!” Are you hospitable to 
“Hallelujah”? A Christian should not say, “Gee” 
or “by George,” for the Book says, “Swear not at 
all.” A Christian should never say, “That worries 
me,” for the Book says, “Take no anxious thought.” 
But if a Christian is pressed in spirit, how shall he 
tell about it? It is proper to say, for instance, “I am 
burdened about my friend’s soul,” but do not forget 
to “cast thy burden upon the Lord.” After all, can 
we find any better word than the one the Cater 
use—“concern”?- Did you ever notice that Luke’s last 
reference to Paul, in the last verse of Acts, was 
about Paul’s “concern”? Perhaps some of us need to 
be concerned because we are so little concerned, 


= 


Criticism and Assumption 

Taking things for granted is always risky. It 
is tabooed in a court room. It is the germ of infidel- 
ity. The destructive criticism of the Bible reeks with 
assumption. A recent illustration is afforded by a 
writer who seeks to prove from John’s Gospel that 
Christ will never return because “he never really went 
away.” In order to take this position he has to 
assume, without internal evidence or historic proof, 
that the Gospel of John was not written by the be- 
loved apostle, but by another John who had never 
seen or known Christ in his earthly life. Then this 
destructiye critic contemptuously assumes again that 
the word from heaven spoken into the rapt disciples’ 
ears on Olivet at the Ascension was visionary and 
untrustworthy. “The angel was mistaken,” he says. 
But what does the Bible say about the testimony of 
angels? The inspired writer of Hebrews declares 
that “the word spoken by angels was steadfast.” 
The critics need not disturb us, for “we have the 
word of prophecy made more sure.” And it is taking 
we risk to assume that an assuming denier of 

od’s Word is ever right! 
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Was There a Calvary in France ? 


The second of the series ‘‘ Religious Perils from the War’’ 


in Belgium; nor in Poland; nor in Armenia. 

There has. been tragic, awful suffering in these 
places. There has been unselfish suffering, sacrificial 
suffering, vicarious suffering in all these and many 
other blood-stained parts of the earth where the last 
four years have witnessed such voluntary human sac- 
rifice as has broken down the heart of man by its won- 
der and beauty, and has gladdened the heart of God. 
But it was not Calvary. 

It is no mere quibbling with words to say that 
there has been but one Calvary, and can be but one, 
in all time or eternity. It does not mean “lack of 
imagination” on the part of the Christian believer 
and student of the Word of God who denies and 
condemns the use of the word Calvary in connec- 
tion with any of these places of rare and beautiful 
human sacrifice. We can see, as we seek out what 
God has to say about the only Calvary, why this is so. 

Writing in a letter to personal friends about his 
experiences in the old fortress at Verdun, a well- 
known Christian worker says: “The Commander 
took us over the fortress and the city. Not a single 
house was left intact....sad it was to see the sur- 
rounding hills blasted, with their ruined villages, and 
covered with some 300,000 graves. Verdun is indeed 
the Calvary of France, for here France was crucified 
for all civilization.” 

A comment like this, made in good faith and in 
sincere tribute to the marvelous, heart-breaking. sac- 
rifice of those who died in the cause of righteous- 
ness. in this waf, at the same time discloses a real 
failure to understand the meaning of Calvary, and 
the fundamental difference “between Christ's sacri- 
fice there and any sacrifice that men can make. 

A manuscript was submitted to The Sunday School 
Times, some months ago, by a writer whose work is 
welcomed here. But this manuscript was not ac- 
cepted for publication; in it occurred the statement: 


Ne THERE was not a Calvary in France. Nor 


“When Eastertide dawned this Big Brother among 
nations [the United States of America] had decided 
to take up the cross of suffering humanity in behalf 
of. right, and fustice, and honor, and having lifted 
it, to carry it if need be ‘Over the Top’ of a second 
Calvary. It was no hasty movement, nor the culmi- 
nation of a feeling of anger at personal injury, but 
rather the development of the American spirit of a 
square deal for all.” 

Yet, as will be shown, to give a square deal to 
all was exactly what Calvary was not. 

“People say,” said a Christian man in a little group 
of friends who were talking over great lessons from 
the war, “that the doctrine of the Atonement has 
been made clear by this war. There is no difficulty 
now in speaking to men about the Atonement.” Yet 
it is just this widespread talk about Calvary in the 
war that misleads and confuses and beclouds men’s 
fhinds as to what the Atonement of Jesus Christ was. 

Of course, some modern writers who do not pro- 
fess to be evangelically Christian in their viewpoint 
or faith make statements that cause the Christian to 
recoil by the very shock of their blasphemy. A widely 
read and much loved officer whose books and maga- 
zine articles are challenging in the strength and vigor 
of much of their thought and message, says, ina popu- 
lar American magazine: “Then came the great hour 
when Christs, however humble and wherever found, 
heard the call to man the barricades of freedom.” 
Going on in his message on the changed characters and 
convictions of the returning soldiers, he says: “Be- 
yond all things we have been taught the glory of re- 
nouncing. [Hitherto] we couldn’t understand it; the 
broken Christs who climbed Calvary for the sake of 
others were to us incomprehensible.... [But] at the 
Front we were happy because we were renouncing.” 
To this officer there are not only many Calvarys but 
many Christs. 

A short story in another popular magazine tells 
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of the effect upon a young minister of the sacrifices 
made by the men at the Front; and in his last ser- 
mon preached in a wealthy, self-satisfied church he 
said that “he was not satisfied to go on preaching 
outworn creeds..../\Not the Son of God alone, but 
millions of His children, were being crucified, that 
the sins of the world might be washed away.” 

Another army officer writes a letter to a London 
paper concerning the men in the trenches, that “no 
matter how they drink or how they swear, or what- 
ever they do, there is a nobler self beneath it all 
capable of a sacrifice like the Cross.” 

eee ministers of evangelical Christian denomina- 
tions have made statements that are sadly misleading. 
A prominent officer of a denominational society 1s 
reported by a newspaper to have said in a ministers’ 
meeting in Chicago that the men of the Allied armies 
who died on the battlefield, whether they were pro- 
fessing Christians or not, “are in my opinion as truly 
dying for mankind as did Jesus Christ.” 

And a theological seminary professor, a Doctor of 
Divinity, is reported in a New York newspaper as 
saying: “Christ was the Saviour of the world, but the 
world is not yet saved. Our boys to-day are making 
up for what is lacking in the Saviour’s work.” 


What was Calvary? Why was it unique? Why is it 
that in all time and eternity there can be but one 
Calvary, and that it is a fundamental missing of its 
meaning to use that name to describe any other place 
of sacrifice in the world? 

There were two great things, among the many, that 
Christ’s death on Calvary accomplished. It was there 
(and in the completion of Calvary’s work by 
the resurrection later) that Christ paid the penalty 
of men’s sins, and broke the power of men’s sins. 
Neither of these things has been in any sense done 
by the sacrificing of life in the righteous cause of this 
latest great war. 

Let us remember, it was the penalty of the sins of 
those whom he saved that Christ. paid by his death 
on the cross. Now no one even suggests to-day, but 
most people would indignantly deny, that the Allied 
armies were paying the penalty of the sins of the 
nations whom they were fighting to defend and save. 

The Allied armies fought to save the threatened 
and suffering nations, and indeed to save the rest of 
the world, from a fate that it was believed they did 
not deserve. They fought to secure justice for them. 
It was for this cause that lives were laid down. But 
Christ on Calvary laid down his life to save man- 
kind from a fate that is deserved. Justice was the 
very. thing that, unless Christ had died as a substi- 
tute, would have destroyed the human race. The 
Allied armies fought to the uttermost, and poured 
out the life-blood of millions of lives, in order that 
the nations of the earth might have their rights. “It 
is just, equitable, and right that many of the fairest 
homes in our land,” says a preacher, “be assessed a 
son in the full beauty and vigor of manhood, to pay 
the price that will secure for all the world the free- 
dom, the peace, and the happiness whichis the in- 
alienable right of every man’s son and daughter 
under heaven.” But that is not what Calvary did. 
Mankind had no inalienable rights; it had forfeited 
every right through sin. Christ died in order that 
men might have that which they had no “right” to 
have. ‘A square deal for all,” we are told, was 
the purpose of the United States in its readiness to 
“go over the top of a second Calvary.” But “a 
square deal” was the one thing that mankind could 
not have endured; and that was one reason why 
Christ’s Calvary was needed. Christ on Calvary ac- 








The series of articles on “Religious Perils from 
the War,” of which this is the second, is discussing 
the following topics : 

Has the War Reconstructed Religion ? 

Was There a Calvary in France ? 

Does Men’s Supreme Sacrifice Save Them ? 
Rehabilitating the Doctrine of Hell 

A New View of Immortality 

Js Deed Now Greater than Creed ? 

Is There a New Virility in Religion ? 
Communicating with Our Loved Dead 
Mistaking Helpfulness for Religion 

Did This War Mean Universal Brotherhood ? 
May We Pray for the Dead: 
Did This Baptism of Blood Cleanse the World ? 
Mistaking the ‘‘ Spiritual ’’ for the Spiritual 
Is Patriotism Religion ? 

Will All Creeds Now be United ? 

Is Most Haman Nature Good, Not Bad ? 

Is Orthodoxy Now Obsolete ? 


If you would like your friends to share in reading 
this serics, The Sunday School Times will send you, 
on request, as many little coin-carriers as you need, 
cach one made to carry safely through-the mails a 
25-cent piece; you can hand these coin-carriers to 
your friends, suggesting that they send 25 cents for 
a ten-weeks’ get-acquainted subscription to The Sun- 
day School Times, which will bring them several of 
these articles. 
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Are You Having Victory To-day ? 





“Jehovah thy God is in the midst of thee, 
a mighty one who will save; he will re- 
joice over thee with joy; he will rest in his 
love, he will joy over thee with singing” 
(Zeph. 3: 17). 




















cepted the suffering, received the death, that man- 
kind deserved. The Allied armies accepted suffering, 
many received death, in order that the nations for 
which they were fighting might, according to the 
common understanding, be delivered from an awful 
fate which they did not deserve. 

Again, the nations that have been saved by the 
glorious sacrifice of the men who died in this war 
have not been saved from the power of their sins 
by the sacrifices of the war. Such a work of de- 
liverance from the power of sin is wholly super- 
natural. Such a work could never be done for sin- 
ful men by sinful men. Such a work could only be 
done by God, — God the Son. Such a work was done 
on Calvary — the only Calvary of time or eternity. 

And there is another point wherein Calvary differs 
fundamentally from every other place of sacrifice 
in the world. The returned officer whose words were 

uoted above says that the soliders “have been taught 
the glory of renouncing.” But Christ on Calvary 
endured the curse of renouncing. Soldiers who died 
in the cause of righteousness in this war did so under 
a sense of the approval of God and those for whom 
they were dying. But do we realize what the curse 
of the cross of Calvary was? It lifts Calvary utterly 
and eternally out from all likeness to any other sac- 
rifice. While Christ, of course, had the approval of 
God in his supreme sacrifice for the salvation of 
a lost world, nevertheless in the midst of that sac- 
rifice, in the very articulo mortis, he was accursed 
of God in what he was doing. Unless’ he had 
been thus accursed, he could not have wrought 
the work that needed to be done on Calvary. 

Christ bore in his own body, on the tree, the sins 
of all men (1 Peter 2:24). He who knew no sin was 
there made to be.sin on our behalf (2 Cor. 5:21). 
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And God cannot look upon sin with approval. The 
law of God necessarily curses sin and the sinner. Only 
by becoming a curse for us, taking upon himself the 


-curse that, by our sin, we deserve, could Christ re- 


deem us from the curse of the law; to do this was 
part of the tragic sacrifice on Calvary; and in doing 
this Christ fulfilled the prophecy, “Cursed is every 
one than hangeth on a tree” (Gal. 3: 13), and thereby 
became our Saviour. Because he was literally our 
substitute, our sin-bearer, for the first time in eter- 
nity God the Father and God the Son had to be sep- 
arated at Calvary; the Father could not look 
upon his Son, his only Son, in that hour, but 
had to turn away his face; and then there came that 
heart-broken cry of time and eternity, “My God, my 
God, why hast thou forsaken me?” That gives us 
a hint of- the unspeakable costliness of Calvary to 
the Father and the Son. This description of Calvary, 
in God’s Word, needs but to be seen to realize what 
sacrilege it is to liken any place or act of human sac- 
rifice to that lonely cross outside Jerusalem. 

To think of Calvary as being only the symbol of a 
martyr’s death is utterly to miss its meaning and its 
Gospel. While we are praising God for the noble, 
glorious, life-and-death sacrifices of the past four 
years, let us praise God still more for what he and 
his Son did, as alone they could do, at Calvary. 


An incident is told of a young soldier who was 
struck by a shell in the great offensive on the West- 
ern Front in France. He was carried to the base 
hospital, terribly wounded, but eventually he re- 
covered in a hospital in England. A minister who 
had known him before the war questioned him as to 
the thoughts that passed through his mind when his 
life was trembling in the balance. “I thought,” said 
the soldier, “that it was the end of all things so far 
as earth was concerned, and that I was about to pass 
into the presence of my Maker with all my sins upon 
me. Memory became so intense that every evil thin 
I had ever done seemed to stand out before me, pe | 
I was filled with terror. And then there came float- 
ing through the air the refrain of an old hymn I had 
had learned at Sunday-school, ‘At the cross there is 
room,’ and I realized that all my sins had been laid 
upon Christ, and were freely forgiven for his sake. 
My fears vanished, and my soul was filled with a won- 
drous. peace: Since then everything has been different.” 


Since Calvary, the only Calvary, everything has 
been different — for those who believe. 





Forgive Before He is Asked ? 


friend who has been maliciously slandered 


I have a 
by another person. It begins to appear as if this 
slanderer will never ask forgiveness for his offenses, 
though it is quite probable that he would be willing 
to “make up” again without doing what every hon- 
orable person should do under the circumstances — 
ask an apology. 

My friend firmly believes that, since God demands 
that we must confess our sins to Him, he has also 
a right to insist that his enemy ask forgiveness be- 
fore he will forgive him. In the meantime this friend 
feels as people generally do toward those who have 
thus treated them. : 

Can you give some reasons why my friend is still 
under obligations to “let bygones be bygones,” even 
without a formal apology? Give me some passages 
from the Bible to prove your position. I am sure he 
is wrong. My position is that we dare not insist on 
people asking forgiveness if we wish to have the spirit 
of Christ. God can demand that — not we.—An Illinois 
Reader. 


But God did not demand that before he forgave. 
He did not wait for Adam to apologize. Adam did 
not seek God, but God sought Adam. “Where art 
thou?” God asked as he sought the guilty pair, our 
first parents, after their eating of the forbidden fruit. 
God doés not wait for us to apologize for trans- 
gressing his holy law. “God commendeth his love 
toward us, in that, while we were yet sinners, Christ 
died for us” (Rom. 5:8}. 

When our Lord was teaching the disciples how 
to pray, he gave this petition, “Forgive us our tres- 
passes, as we forgive those who trespass against 
us.” Can the Illinois reader’s friend pray that model 
prayer so long as he is waiting for an apology? 

And again our Lord said, “Love your enemies” 
(Matt. 5:44). Can we love one whom we will not 
forgive? 

No, this slandered Christian should not demand 
an apology, but if he will follow Paul’s suggestion 
in, Romans 12:20, 21, by heaping coals of fire on 
his enemy’s head, he will doubtless find in a very 
short while that the Holy Spirit will have told the 
slanderer, if he, too, isa Christian, to offer the apology. 
The Christ with whom we Christians are crucified 
liveth in us (Gal. 2:20)—the very same Christ 
who in the agony of his crucifixion looked down 
from his cross upon his murderous enemies and said, 
= ‘ather, forgive them, for they know not what they 
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Have You Sent in Your Answers ? 


The hundreds of Sunday School Times readers 
who have already sent their answers to the questions 
asked below and now republished have made a large 
contribution to the paper. The hearty response has 
been indeed gratifying. If your answers have not yet 
been mailed, please take a sheet of paper now, and an- 
swer the questions, and mail that sheet to Jnforma- 
tion Editor of The Sunday School Times, 1031 Wal- 
nut Street, Philadelphia, Pa, 

1. About how long have you been a subscriber to The 

Sunday School Times? 

2. What features of The Sunday School Times ap- 
peal most to you, and have led you to take the paper? 

3. What lesson articles in the Times do you-like best? 

4. What periodicals do you take — religious and sec- 
ular? Where among these in order of importance do 
you place The Sunday School Times? 

5. By how many men, and by how many women, is 
your copy of The Sunday School Times read? 

6. In what positions do you serve in the Church and 
Sunday-school ? 

7. Are you or members of your household interested 
in raising flowers, in gardening, or in farming? 

8 What is your business, profession, or daily oc- 
cupation? 

9. Do you travel at all (1) for business, (2) for pleas- 
ure? 

10. Do you own real estate? 

11. Is an automobile owned by any one in your home 
or family? 

12. Have you anything to do with choosing a private 
school or academy for children or young people whom 
you know? (1) As a parent, (2) as an adviser? 

13. Please name three or four of the best, books, both 
secular and religious, you have read in the last few 
months. 

14. Are you ‘guided in your book-buying and reading 
by the book reviews in the Times? 

1s. How can The Sunday School Times be made more 
useful and interesting to you? 


Don’t write out or repeat the questions; simply 
number your answers according to the numbers here 
attached to the questions. 

You will be helping to make The Sunday School 
Times a better paper by doing this. It is your paper 
if you are now a subscriber. Will you help us to 
improve your property? Thank you! 
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Lesson for April 13 
Matt. 20:27, 2%; John’: : 35-51; 3: 16; Rom. 8:31, 32 
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Archeology’s New Expectations 


_ Now that Bible lands are in Christian hands 
By Professor Melvin Grove Kyle, D.D., LL.D. 





‘‘Almost before the reverberation of General Allenby’s guns had ceased among 
Palestinian hills, the British Government was reported to be moving for a great 
international corps of explorers to take up and prosecute to a finish the exploration 
of Bible lands.” This is a sentence from Dr. Kyle’s article, “Archeology and the 
Coming One,” in the January 18th issue of the Times. If you are interested in 
this subject, you can address Dr. Kyle at 1132 Arrott Street, Frankford, Philadelphia. 


"Tani announcement py mae | appearing in the 
daily press that the Eckley B. Coxe expedition 
to Egypt from the University of Pennsylvania 
has discovered the Palace of Meremptah at Mem- 
phis has naturally aroused great expectations. What 
might not be found in the palace of the Pharaoh of 
the Exodus? i 

Only the preliminary account of the work has 
been published by the leader of the expedition, 
Dr. Fisher. Rather sensational hints have appeared 
in the daily press from time to time which have not 
as yet been justified by the official publications. 
There have been found extensive remains of the 
most gorgeous palace in Egypt. Perhaps it would 
be more exact to say the existing remains are more 
gorgeous than any other such yet found. This 
palace was not a place of residence, but a state 
palace for public functions. It gives us the best idea 
of the beauty of Egyptian palaces yet afforded b 
Egyptian discovery. Usually palaces, being of mud bric 
finished with beautiful colored stucco, and not made 
of enduring stone, as were the temples of the gods, 
have been so utterly destroyed that little idea of their 
decorations could be obtained. Here, however, the 
scheme of decoration for the floor and lower part 
of the walls is quite clearly seen. 

The great court with its vestibules and anterooms, 
the overhanging balcony as a place of observation 
for the king when the crowds assembled in the court 
of the palace, its richly decorated corridors, and 
gorgeous throne-room and suite of private retiring 
apartments of the king—all these give a picture of 
state splendor of the Pharaoh of the Exodus that is 
most suggestive and alluring. : 

The. confident assertion that here Moses made ‘his 
plea for the enslaved people of Israel is possibly 
correct, but really is exceedingly improbable. While 
there is nothing to prove positively that the court 
at which Moses appeared was at Zoan, everything 
in the Biblical account points in that direction, 
though the Psalmist’s reference to the “field of 
Zoan” merely designates the territory, that is “field of” 
Zoan, as the scene of God’s wonders. Memphis, 
twenty miles south of Cairo, seems too far away 
from the scene of the struggle between Moses and 
Pharaoh in the insurrection at Pithom to accord with 
the account of the coming and going of Moses dur- 
ing the year of the plagues. 

The great hope concerning this state palace is 
that, as Meremptah has given us in his great stele 
at the Rammesseum at Thebes the only mention of 
Israel yet found in Egypt, he may have here, at his 
state palace, left us some inscription contain- 
ing edditional reference to this slave people. 


Was the “ Bronze Carpenter ” Tubal-cain ? 


NEW volume of Sumerian inscriptions published 

by Professor Barton is at hand. It contains 
probably the oldest~description of a religious service 
ever yet found. Before reading the translation, I 
made this note on the margin: “The oldest specimen 
of religious service; what will it be like? Judging 
by other specimens of old services, it will be more 
simple than later rubrics, less gross in its polytheism, 
a nearer approach to the early religious practises 
as revealed in the Biblical records. Now let us see 
what this oldest rubric is like.” 

The outcome of the examination of the transla- 
tion is that is is comparatively simple, that it cannot 
be said to be less gross, and that it does contain a 
number of possible references to the narrative in 
the early chapters of Genesis. There is distinct «nen- 
tion of “the tree of life,” but the text preceding and 
following these words is so damaged that it is im- 
possible to be certain whether or not there is any 
reference to the story in Genesis, third chapter. There 
is also a reference to a snake goddess, early wor- 
shiped in Babylonia, who is represented as strength- 
ening with her counsels “the wise divinity of Anu.” 
This accords with the statement of Genesis 3:1: 
“Now the serpent was more subtle than any beast 
of the field.” How easily could the myth-making 
propensity of the human mind develop a serpent god- 
dess from this story that might well come down past 
the flood, or be developed after that event? The 
list of gods includes also one called the “brotize- 
carpenter of the gods,” or, “the metal worker of 


the gods,” in which may be seen myth at work upon 
the simple record of Genesis 4:22: “Tubal-cain, 
an instructor of every artificer in brass and iron.” 

From the same list of tablets comes a new “crea- 
tion myth.” It is in reality not a new myth, but rather 
another and less elaborate form of the Babylonian 
creation story. Yet even this, like myths in general, 
greatly elaborates with concrete expressions the 
simple grave and dignified account in Genesis. In- 
stead of “the earth was without form and void,” 
such a condition is described in the myth in a long 
list of things that “were not” yet. Not a tree, no 
land or sea, not a temple-ferrace, not a ewe, not a 
lamb, not an ass, not a well nor a canal, no horse 
nor cattle, no grain, no dwelling, no sea. Then flocks 
were made, plains created, rain came, vegetation flour- 
ished, “the bright land was green,” “the child from 
heaven came to them,” “the voice of their god uttered 
just decisions for them,” “they made bricks of clay,” 
“companions were they”; a man with a wife he made 
them dwell; by night, by day they are set as helpers” 
(Note the night is first mentioned. “There was eve- 
ning and there was morning”). The whole myth is 
exceedingly interesting and suggestive. 

Babylonian inscription, Professor George A. Barton, 1918. 


we 
A Hodge-podge of Religion in Africa 
NOTHER paper, by the Rev. D. S. Oyler, the 


Sudanese missionary, concerning the strange 
mediatorial being known among the Shilluks as 
Nikawng, is perhaps of greater interest to the anthro- 
pologist than the archaeologist, but stirs every Chris- 
tian interested in the history of revelation and evan- 
gelization. The curious resemblance between the 
Shilluk belief concerning Nikawng and the Messianic 
hope of the world was pointed out but recently (The 
Sunday School Times of January 18). Their religious 
beliefs and practises include Nikawng as intercessor 
in prayer, without whose intercession the prayer 
would fail. ‘There were offerings of sacrifices, espe- 
ney, sheep, and also the presentation of the “first 

orn.” 

It may be that when this curious belief of the 
Shilluks is fully understood it will be found to be a 
degenerate mixture of Judaism and Coptic Chris- 
tianity, and all corrupted by various heathen ele- 
ments. 

D. S. Oyler, Sudan notes and records, Vol. 1, No. 4 pp. 
283-202. French Institute of Archaeology, Cairo Egypt. 


Archeology and the Hope 


N ESTEEMED correspondent, Silas W. March, 
Esq., Monterey, California, asks for additional 
information concerning “Archaeology and the Com- 
ing One,” upon which some special items were pub- 
lished in the Times of January 18. On this sub- 
ject, as upon every other Biblical interest upon which 
archaeology: throws light, I endeavor to give all the 
facts as they come to light. Since the recent pub- 
lication to which the correspondent refers, no addi- 
tional facts on this subject have fallen under my 
notice. In lieu of new facts we may well call to 
mind now some general principles underlying the 
interpretation of such material as bears on the Mes- 
sianic hope, either past or future. 
Paul’s beautiful expression of Christian faith, “we 
live by hope” (for hope is only faith aflame), is 


but the appropriation to religious expression of the in- ’ 


nate optimism of human nature. It is as true of 
the unregenerate life as of the regenerate life that 
“we live by hope,” though it is a very different hope 
and a very different life. People labor in hope, they 
suffer in hope, they journey in hope, they war. in 
hope. Everywhere and always we live in hope. With- 
out hope, none of the springs of action, good or bad, 
operate in us at all. When hope absolutely disap- 
pears and despair reigns supreme, then all 
effort ceases; all desire to live ceases, all in- 
centive for rational thinking and action ceases; 
Sanity is “dethroned, desire abdicates, and  sui- 
cide is the end. Now the acceptance by this 
innate ‘hopefulness of the promise of the Coming 
One, that the Messianic hope, either past or future, and 
all that the Christ gives, constitutes the Christian 
hope of which Paul speaks. It is only its object, 
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Christ, that makes it different from any other hope — 
but what a difference 

Is it not, then, evident that the great problem of 
the interpretation of indications of the “Coming 
One,”~a future time of fae divine blessings, is to 
determine how much is due to the revealed promise 
of the “Coming One,” to the real Messianic hope in the 
world, and how much is due merely to the general 
optimism of the human soul. Expectation of better 
days afid better things may be found everywhere and 
among all peoples. Not all such expectations are 
Messianic, but only such as give evidence of some 
trace of the historic Messianic hope. j 


w 
How to Encourage the Spade 


iB IS gratifying to learn that the great hope for 
Palestinian Exploration announced in the recent 
notice of Professor Petrie’s little book about the pro- 
jected work (p. 28 of the January 18 issue of the 
Times) is finding response among The Sunday School 
Times readers. The book is “Eastern Explorations, 
Past and Future,” (Constable and Company, Lon- 
don, England, price about five cents). 

It is exceedingly gratifying to note now also that 
the American School of Archaeology in Jerusalem 
is planning great opportunities for study and re- 
search, and, if the funds are supplied, excavation 
also, in the years to come. The school is directly 
managed by a resident permanent director, Pro- 
fessor Worrell, of Hartford Theological Seminary, 
with Professor Clay, so well known to Times 
readers, who is at present assistant director, and is 
under the control of a Board of Managers composed 
of representatives of the Archaeological Institute of 
America, the Society of Biblical Literature and Exe- 
gesis, and of each school that contributes toward its 
support. The Editor of this department of the Times 
has the honor to be one of the managers, represent- 
ing Xenia Theological Seminary. Many of the the- 
ological seminaries and colleges and universities of 
America are represented. The school at Jerusalem is 
not a dogmatic school, but a school for the direction of 
research. The annual contribution of $100 is but a 
trifle for an institution or an individual to have a 
part in this great work. So America, as well as 
Great Britain is moving for great things in research 
in Bible lands. 

What a delightful thing it would be, and fitting, 
too, if The Sunday School Times should have a 
part indirectly—or why not directly? —in bring- 
ing to light the materials, as well as the intrepreta- 
tion of the materials, that help so much to confirm 
and illumine the Word? It is doubtful if any other 
publication in the world reaches such a large and 
widely distributed number of the most intelligent 
Bible students. Would it not be most fitting that 
such a constituency should be directly represented in 
the great work of uncovering the buried treasures 
of Palestine and in wiping away the dust from the 
pages of Palestine, the Fifth Gospel, for its final 
reading? The Times will, in any case publish the 
results, but, if there are those who will furnish the 
necessary funds, it will also have a part in 
producing the results, as well as publishing them. 








Think on These Themes! 


They thrill and challenge every true Christian 














OW many Christians have taken the time to 

realize how the New Testament, like the Old, 
is shot through and through with the tidings of the 
Coming Christ, and the glories that shall come to 
this earth and to His Church, and to the Jews, and 
to all mankind, when He comes-back in His fully re- 
vealed glory? 

At the great- Prophetic Bible Conference held in 
New York City during last Thanksgiving week a 
program of themes was presented by Bible teachers 
of national prominence; and the mere statement of 
the themes themselves, with the accompanying Scrip- 
ture passages, offer such a challenge to the thought 
and hopes of the Christian that a selection of them 
is given here. The list is worth clipping and keeping 
in one’s Bible, to turn to from time to time in praise 
and thanksgiving to our Lord Jesus Christ, the com- 
ing King. 


“The Pre-eminence of the Lord Jesus 
Christ and His Coming Glory” 
That in all things HE might have the pre-eminence 
(Col. 1: 18). 
Thou art worthy, O Lord, to receive glory and 
honour and power (Rev. 4:11). 


“That Blessed Hope” 


Let not your heart be troubled: ye believe in God, 
believe also in Me. In my Father’s house are many 
mansions: if it were not so, I would have told you. 
I go to prepare a place for you. And if I go and 
prepare a place for you, I will come again, and receive 
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you unto myself; that where I am, there ye may be., 


also (John 14: 1-3). ty 


“The Crowns of the Lord Jesus Christ” 


And the soldiers platted a crown of thorns, and 
put it on His head (John 19:2). 
But we see Jesus, who was made a little lower 


than the angels for the suffering of death, crowned 


with glory and honour (Heb. 2:9). 


_His eyes were as a flame of fire, and on his head 
were many crowns (Rev. 19: 12). 


“The Confirmation of Scripture in History 
and Current Events’ 
Watchman, what of the night? Watchman, what 
of the night? The Watchman said, The morning 
cometh, and also the night (Isa. 21: 11, 12). 


Can ye not discern the signs of the times? (Matt. 


16:3). 


“The Present Age: Its Characteristics 
and Its End’”’ 


For the grace of God that bringeth salvation hath 
appeared to all men, teaching us that, denying un- 
godliness and worldly lusts, we should live soberly, 
righteously, and godly, in this present age; looking 
for that blessed hope, and the glorious appearing of 
the great God and our Saviour Jesus Christ (Titus 
2: 11-12). 


“What it Will Mean to be Saved When 
hrist Comes” 

The bridegroom came; and they that were ready 
went in with him to the marriage: and the door was 
shut. Afterward came also the other virgins, say- 
ing, Lord, Lord, open to us. .But he answered and 
said, Verily I say unto you, I know you not (Matt. 
25: 10-12). 


“The Church and the Kingdom. How the 

Church Will be With Christ When He 

Receives the Promised Kingdom”’ 

The Church, which is His Body (Eph. 1: 21, 22). 

Thy Kingdom Come (Matt. 6: 10). 

1 saw in the night visions, and, behold, one like the 
Son of man came with the clouds of heaven, and 
came to the Ancient of days, and they brought him 
near before him. And there was given him dominion, 
and glory, and a kingdom, that all people, nations, 
and languages should serve him; his dominion is an 
everlasting dominion, which shall not pass away, and 
his kingdom that which shall not be destroyed (Dan. 
7: 13-14). 

“Present Day Delusions and Counterfeits 
of Christianity the Heralds of the 
Predicted Apostasy” 

Now the Spirit speaketh expressly, that in the lat- 
ter times some shall depart from the faith, giving 
heed to seducing spirits, and doctrines of demons 
(1 Tim. 4:1). 

Let no man deceive you by any means: for that 
day shall not come, except there come a falling away 
first, and that man of sin be revealed, the son of per- 
dition (2 Thess. 2:3). 


“The Visible and Glorious Return of Christ — 
the Final Answer to all Infidelity and 
the Everlasting Vindication of His 
Person and of the Bible” 


Wherefore God also hath highly exalted him, and 
given him a name which is above every name: that 
at the name of Jesus every knee should bow, of 
beings in heaven, beings on the earth, and beings un- 
der the earth; and that every tongue should confess 
that Jesus Christ is Lord, to the glory of God the 
Father (Phil. 2: 9-11). : 


“The Capture of Jerusalem and the Great 
Future of that City” 


O Jerusalem, Jerusalem, thou that killest the 
prophets, and stonest them which are seni unto thee, 
how often would I have gathered thy children to- 
gether, even as a hen gathereth her chickens under 
her wings, and ye would not! Behold, your house is 
left unto you desolate. For I say unto you, Ye shall 
not see me henceforth, till ye shall say, Blessed is 
He that cometh in the name of the Lord” (Matt. 
23 : 37-39). : 

Jerusalem shall be trodden down of the Gentiles, 
until the times of thes Gentiles be fulfilled (Luke 
21: 24). i j 

Sing and rejoice, O daughter of Zion: for, lo, I 
come to dwell in the midst of thee. And many nations 
shall be joined unto the Lord in that day, and shall 
be my people (Zech. 2: 10, 11). 

And the name of the city from that day shall be 
JEHOVAH SHAMM AH—the Lord is there (Ezek: 
48: 20). 


“The Coming of the Lord, the Hope of Israel” 
They shall look upon Me whom they have pierced 
(Zech. 12:10). 

__And so all Israel shall be saved: as it is written, 
There shall come out of Sion the Deliverer, and shall 
turn away ungodliness from Jacob: for this is my 
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covenant unto them, when I’ shall take away their 
sins (Rom. 11: 26,27). : 


’’ “If a Man Die, Shall He Live Again?” 


the Two Resurrections 
Marvel not at this: for the hour is coming, in the 
which all that are in the graves shall hear His voice, 
and shall come forth; they that have done good, unto 
the resurrection of life; and they that have done evil, 
unto the resurrection of damnation (John 5: 28, 29). 


“The Influence of the Study of Prophecy 
Upon the Life and Service of a Christian” 

What manner of persons ought ye to be in all holy 
conversation and godliness, looking for and hasting 
unto ” coming of the day’of God (2 Peter 3: 
II, 12). 

And every man that hath this hope in him purifieth 
himself even as he is pure (1 John 3:3). 


“The Coming of the King and His Glory” 

Behold, a king shall reign in righteousness (Isa. 
32:1). 

And He hath on His vesture and on His thigh a 
name written, King of kings, and Lord of lords (Rev. 
19: 16). 

SurelyiI come quickly. Amen. Even so, come, Lord 
Jesus (Rev. 22:20). 


MARCH 29, 1919 


“Christ the Executor of all Judgments” 
For the Father judgeth no man, but hath com- 
mitted all judgment unto the Son (John 5: 22). 


“The Prince of Peace” 


For unto us a child is born, unto us a son is given: 
and the government shall be upon his shoulder, and 
his name shall be called Wonderful, Counsellor, 
The mighty God, The everlasting Father, The Prince 
of Peace. Of the increase of his government and 
peace there shall be no end, upon the throne of David, 
and upon his kingdom, to order it, and to establish 
it with judgment and with justice from henceforth 
even for ever. The seal of the Lord of hosts will 
perform this (Isa. 9: 6-7). ; 


“When the King Comes Back’ 

For the earth shall be filled with the knowledge 
of the glory of the Lord, as the waters cover the 
sea (Hab. 2:14). 

And he shall judge among the nations, and shall 
rebuke many people: and they shall beat their swords 
into plowsharcs, and their spears into pruninghooks: 
nation shall not lift up sword against nation, neither 
shall they learn war any more (Isa. 2: 4). 

The creature itself also shall be delivered from 
the bondage of corruption into the glorious liberty 
of the children of God (Rom. 8:21). 
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Edward Brown makes a discovery 
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The Dead-Prayer Office 
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letter to a friend whose correct address he had 
just learned from another friend whose home 
was in the same city. 

Several months before he had written, but with 
no addres§ except the.city, and his friend had never 
received the letter; neither had it been returned to 
him, as he had carelessly Omitted placing his return 
address on the envelope, and had not even given it 
on the inside,-as his friend knew it perfectly, having 
been at his home many times. 

As Edward sealed the envelope, correctly addressed 
and with his own return address on the envelope as 
well as inside, he thought of the long break in cor- 
respondence between himself and his friend, and 
how each was vainly waiting for word from the 
other; and it reminded him of another correspond- 
ence that seemed to him to be broken. 

The home in which he had been brought up was one 
of Christian faith, and there he had been taught to 
pray. In the new home to which he had come with 
his bride a few years before, he had tried to keep up 
the custom; but there were more vexing problems and 
greater trials in manhood than any that had pre- 


F tener to BROWN sat at his desk writing a 








“Strength for Anything” 
By A. E. Bishop 


“I have strength for anything through Him who gives me power” 
hil. 4:13 — Weymouth Translation) 


TRENGTH to rejoice, to pray, or to psalm, 

Strength to be holy, quiet and calm ; 
Strength to exult in the blood of the Cross, 
Strength to count refuse self-righteousness — dross ; 
Strength to think kindly, speak harshly to none, 
Strength to love enemies — love every one. 
Strength for my soul-needs, Christ reigning within, 
Strength for my body, in triumph o’er sin ; 
Strength, while the flesh and the devil exist, — 
Strength to gain victory as I resist. 
Strength every shortcoming sin to confess, 
Strength to abide in His fellowship blest ; 
Strength to know freedom from worry and care, 
Strength to live cheerfully, upright and fair. 
Strength to be fearless, yes, noble and brave ; 
Strength to be nothing — a servant, a slave. 
Strength not to criticize, murmur, complain ; 
Strength to praise.others, — from self-praise refrain. 
Strength to be thoughtful, kind, gentle and meek ; 
Strength to feel sorrow with souls that we seek. 
Strength to toil ceaselessly, in labor spent, 
Strength for each service, when by the Lord sent. 
Strength to be yielding, submissive and sweet ; 
Strength to be strong in the face of defeat. 
Strength to bide harvest time, sowing the seed, 
Strength to seek naught, as His merit we plead. 
Strength to be honored, applauded, well-famed, 
Strength to be set at naught, censured, or blamed. 
Strength for prosperity, riches and health, 
Strength too for poverty, pain, and lost wealth. 
Strength to await His descent from the skies, 
Strength, if He wills, from the grave to arise. 
Strength in His glorious will to abide, 
Strength to know VICTORY whate’er betide. 





sented themselves to his care-free boyhood, and 
somehow prayer seemed to fail him now. He had 
asked and asked for relief from certain disturbing 
conditions and for help in solving his puzzling prob- 
lems, yet they seemed to be growing worse all the 
time,-and he was beginning to lose faith in God, who 
it seemed to him either had no existence, or else paid 
no attention to the troubles of humanity. 

But a new idea had suggested itself to him as he 
thought of his. unanswered letter, and he began to 
wonder, as he rode home on the car, whether, there 
‘might not be some mistake on his part which was 
‘causing his prayers to remain unanswered; whether 
the blame might rest, not upon God, but upon him- 
self. * 

Mrs. Brown was away visiting her mother, and 
Edward had been taking his meals downtown, and 
staying at the office late; but it was too early to 
retire, so he lighted the fire in the grate to take off 
the chill of the late October evening, and lay down 
on the couch with a book, intending to read for an 

our. 

Somehow it seemed hard to grow interested in the 
story, so he was glad when an interruption came. He 
had heard no one enter the house, yet was not at all 
startled when a pleasant voice spoke to him, and he 
looked up to see a young man beside him. 

“Would you like to take a trip through the Dead- 
Prayer Office?” the stranger was asking. 

“That is just what I have been wishing I could 
do,” said Edward, as he rose, put on his hat, and 
followed the stranger. 

It seemed a very short journey, and Edward had 
no idea how they arrived at their destination so 
quickly, but here they were, at the Dead-Prayer 
Office, on the outskirts of heaven. 

It was not a gloomy, musty place, as one might 
suppose, for the sunshine beamed through the win- 
dows, and the white-robed angels flitted about attend- 
ing to their duties, with snatches of heavenly anthems 
on their lips as they worked. . 

“How can they be so cheerful, when they know 
that all these prayers are unanswered, and the people 
on earth who have sent them are in such distress 
because they are praying in vain?”- asked Edward, 
as he looked at the rows and rows of pigeon-holes 
full of dead prayers. 

“Oh,” answered his guide, “they know that many 
of these prayers will be answered some time, and 
miany of them will be corrected by the senders, and 
will be so different then that we can just destroy 
tlrese defective ones. And besides this, they know 
that God’s greatest pleasure is answering prayers, 
and it is never His fault that the prayers are sent 
here.” 

The first label Edward noticed over a row of 
pigeon-holes read “Incorrect. Address.” “That’s 
queer,” he said, “I should: think any one would know 
how to address prayers. May I see one of them?” 
The guide handed him several. 

“IT don’t see anything wrong with this: ‘Our 
Father in Heaven,’” said Edward. 

“You would if you knew the man who sent it,” 
said the guide. “You see, he is not a child of our 
Father at all, but he wants to have all the privileges 
of a son without being born into sonship and living 
as a child of God should.” 
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‘Lesson for « pril 13 
Matt. 20:27, 28; John 1 : 35-51; 3:16; Rom. 8: 31, 32 


“Here are some addressed ‘Dear God,’ and ‘Dear 
Lord.’ What can be wrong with them?” 

“The woman who wrote the former is devoted to 
music, and gives it the first place in her life, so that 
is really her god, yet she is much disappointed be- 
cause her prayers are not answered. It is the same 
way with the latter address,— business is the lord: 
of that man’s life. With other people itis pleasure, 
or family, or fame, or hundreds of other things,— 
whatever takes the first place in a person’s life is 
his or her god or lord; and their prayers must go 
to the Dead-Prayer Office until they can be brought 
to put God first,— then the prayers are taken out of 
the pigeon-holes and presented to Him, and are 
answered.” 

Edward was already beginning to understand why 
some of his prayers were unanswered; he remem- 
bered how much more time he had spent over the 
sporting page of the newspaper than over his Bible, 
arid how a ball game seemed to giveshim more pleas- 
ure than a-sermon. He was sure that some of his 
prayers were in that row labeled “Incorrect Address.” 

But now the guide was calling his attention to the 
second section, “Incorrect Petitions.” “I thought the 
Bible said, “Whatsoever ye shall ask in prayer, be- 
lieving, ye shall receive,’” remarked Edward as he 
looked at this large section. 

“Yes, but people forget that these words were 
spoken to disciples of Jesus, who would be directed 
in their prayers by the Holy Spirit, and therefore 
would not ask for things wrong or foolish,” replied 
the guide. “Other. passages of Scripture bring out 
this thought: John 15:7, ‘If ye abide in me, and 
my words abide in you, ye shall ask hat ye will, and 
it shall be done unto you.’ Thousands of people who, 
though Christians, are not abiding in Christ as they 
ought; and are forgetting to apply His word to their 
everyday affairs, expect answers to their prayers 


~ because of this promise; and other thousands who 


call themselves Christians, yet reject some of the 
most important teachings of Christ, demand answers 
on the basis of this verse. Needless to say, they 
ask many things which they have no right to ask, 
and their prayers come to the Dead-Prayer Office.” 

Edward understood, for had not he himself been 
doing the same thing? He was often abiding in 
Christ on Sundays, and in Edward Brown all the 
rest of the week, and letting a few of Christ’s words 
abide in him, but paying no attention at all to many 
important messages in His book. Some .of «his 
prayers were in this section, he’ was positive. 

he third section which attracted his attention was 
that of “Incorrect Reasons.” “Most people do -not 
state their reasons for wanting what they request, 
but our Father knows, and many prayers are sent 
here because the reasons are not legitimate. 

“You know James told people that hundreds of 

ears ago. James 4:3 says, ‘Ye ask, and receive not, 

Cieoeee ye ask amiss, that ye may consume it upon 
your lusts.’ All selfish prayers come to the Dead- 
Prayer Office. If people are asking favors of God 
merely for their own convenience and pleasure, they 
may just as well stop asking. 

“Not that God doesn’t love to make things easy 
and pleasant for us—he will do that if we put his 
pleasure first, the good of our neighbor second, and 
self last.” 7 

Edward was not surprised to recognize some of 
his recent prayers in the top layers of these pigeon- 
holes, for he had no better reason for his requests 
than the desire ior aa casier and more pleasant life. 

Section Number Four was labeled “Incorrect Sig- 
natures.” “The Lord Jesus looks over all the pray- 
ers, and unless he approves them, they go to the 
Dead-Prayer Office,” said the guide. “Some of them 
he signs, because of the great need of the persons 

raying, and because he knows the answers will 
ead them to a better acquaintance with him. Others, 
even though sent with the assertion that the requests® 
are made ‘in his name,’ are placed here, because they 
come from people who are no more acquainted with 
him than you are with the President of the United 
States. They have heard of him all their lives, and 
have read about him a good deal, perhaps, but they 
are really not personal friends of his at all, so they 
have no right to ask favors of his father in his 
name.” 

Edward made no reply to this explanation. He 
was wondering whether any of his prayers could 
possibly be in this section. “Perhaps,” he thought, 
“although I have been a membe1 of the church for 
years, Teens could not recognize me_as one of His 
friends. He said he would have to tell some people 
who claimed to be his followers, ‘I never knew you.’ 
To be quite honest, I really am not very well 
acquainted with Jesus, and Cod has seemed very 
far away from me the last few years, at least. 
wish I knew him better.” 

The guide had stood silently watching the chang- 
ing expressions on his guest’s face for a few mo- 
ments, but now addressed him again. “There are 
many more sections,” he said, “but I must take you 
home now, and let you get a good night’s rest, so 
that you will be ready for work to-morrow. It is 
ten o'clock.” 

Edward had just time to say, “Thank you so much,” 
before his guide disappeared, and he was listening 
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to the clock striking ten. “Here I have been asleep 
for over an hour, and feel better than I have for 
months!” he exclaimed. “And that dream,—it was 
the best dream I ever had. I almost believe it was 
real,” he thought. “Or at least, that if God taught 
people by dreams in olden times, he sometimes does 
the same thing now.” 

And before Edward Brown retired, he had looked 
up his neglected Bible, and read it with more zest 
than ever before, and on his knees he had sent up a 
prayer that did not go to the Dead-Prayer Office. 


_ Los ANGErEs, CAL. 





Your Study Bible 


By John Weaver Weddell, D.D. 








A PASTOR'S notes from his own Bible margins are being 
given here, as marked thr forty years of personal study. 
Each of the sixty-six books of the Bible is being covered, week 
by week, in this department of The Sunday School Times. 

But each one should do his own Bible reading, and prayertully 
and studiously make his own brief markings. Use the margins of 
your Bible to write in notes such as these articles give, or discov- 
eries of your own. Use the u margins for quotations and 
hints. e lower margins for book outlines and directions. The 
side margins for exegetical notes and references. Name each 
book, and each chapter of each book. Make the Book your 
own. “Every place that the sole of your foot shall tread upon, 
that have I given unto you ™ (Josh. | : 3). 

The following plan for marking is helpful : 

At the top of the page — topical notes. 
At the bott lytical notes. 
At the side—exegetical notes. 
Exegesis is finding Christ in the Word. 
Exposition is preaching Christ from the Word. 
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James 


Epistle of a Working Faith. Christ our Pattern. 
Key-word : Doers. 
Key-text : “But be ‘ye doers of the word, and not 
hearers only” (1 : 22). 

Outline: 
Chapter 1. Practical Religion. 
Chapter 2. Practical Brotherhood. 
Chapter 3. Practical Wisdom. 
Chapter 4. Practical Piety. 
Chapter 5. Practical: Patience. 


James is the practical Apostle. He stands for effi- 
ciency and.,consistency, in life and conduct. Like 
the book .of Hebrews, this epistle is addressed to 
the Jews. Hebrews presents the doctrine: James 
the deed. They go together in vital Christianity. 
There is no contradiction between Paul and James. 
Paul said, regarding the truth as it is in Jesus, 
Take it in. James said, Live it out. Back of all 
and above all was Jesus, our risen Lord, who ap- 
peared to both Cephas and James (1 Cor. 15:5, 7). 
Paul saw Him in the heavens, establishing right- 
eousness. James saw Him on the earth, executing 
righteousness. Paul had to do with the sources of 
our faith. James had to do with the fruits of our faith. 
One laid the foundations in Christ. The other builded 
the superstructure in Christ. Thus is Christ again 
seen to be both “Author and Finisher of our faith.” 
Believe it, live it.. 

1. Practical Religion. The faith you have is the 
faith you show. “Pure religion and undefiled before 
God and the Father is this, To visit the fatherless 
and the widows in their affliction, and to keep him- 
self unspotted from the world.” 

2. Practical Brotherhood. It is a_ brotherhood 
that has no “respect of persons” (v. 1) and keeps 
the commandment, in everyday life, “Thou shalt love 
thy neighbor as thyself” (v. 8). 

3. Practical Wisdom and Watchfulness belong to 
the man who bridles the tongue along with ail the 
life, and shows “out of a good conversation his 
works with meekness of wisdom” (v. 13). 

4. Practical Piety, which is the religion of the 
soul, draws nigh to God with cleansed hands, puri- 
fied heart, and a humble spirit (vs. 8-10). It is not 
the man who is always “looking out for Number 
One” that wins out in the end. 

5. Practical Patience, endures with a quiet spirit 
and gues with an ungrudging generosity that con- 
found the adversaries and brightens the hope. “For 
the coming of the Lord draweth nigh” (vs. 7, 8, 9). In 
a word, be what you claim to be: practise before 
men what you profess to be before God: prove your 
faith by your works; live the Life! 


Marginal Notes 


Faith without works is unseen of men, as works 
without faith are unseen of God. 

Faith is our justification before God: works are 
our vindication before men. 
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Works do not save us, but they are a pretty good . 
evidence that we are saved. 

“Inasmuch as ye have .sdone it unto one of the 
least of these” att. 25:40) is not a saving text, 
but a sign text. hat He has done is our salvation: 
what “Ye have done,” the proof of it. 

Keep faith and works in their proper place. “I 
hear you are opposed to works,” some one said to 
Spurgeon. “No, am not,” the great preacher, 
replied, “nor to chimney pots; but I would not put 
them at the foundation.” 


Marked Texts 


“Tf a of you lack wisdom, let him ask of God 
(1:5). The kind of needed wisdom James himself was 
given, most remarkably, in the council at Jerusalem 
(Acts 15: 13). 

“And upbraideth not” (1:5). Not holding us to 
account for past failures. How could we pray other- 
wise? How could we live? 

“Nothing wavering” (1:6). Same word as “stag- 
gered” in Romans 4:20, where Abraham “stag- 
gered not because of unbelief.” Oh, what wavering, 
staggering prayers we sometimes offer! 

“Faith without works is dead” (2:20). Liter- 
ally idle, doing nothing. So rendered in Matthew 
20:6. “Why stand ye here all the day idle? 

“And the fruit of righteousness is sown in peace 
of them that make peace” (3:18). Plant a liitle 
patch of peace, and live there — while you wait. 

“The prayer of faith shall save the sick, and 
the Lord shall raise him up” (5:15). But do not 
arrogate. Kemember it is the Lord who raises up. 
As . Scofield says, “it is equal insolence to sa 
that God will heal only by faith, or that He will 
heal only by remedies.” 

Osertin, Onto. 
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When the Reporter was Astonished 


WOMAN newspaper reporter came to one of 

the. speakers of the recent mid-winter Victori- 
ous Life ‘Conference in- Philadelphia. She was seek- 
ing information. She had just attended one of the 
afternoon sessions that specially studied the practi- 
cal application of the Victorious Life; and she said, 
with a slight note.of disgust in her voice, “Can’t you 
tell me something about this wonderful missionary to 
China, and what she said? I want to hear her. That 
man in there is talking about lovirig people, and 
things of that sort. That’s all right for a religious 
meeting, but you know a newspaper doesn’t care 
about things like that.” 

So the one to whom she was speaking told her 
some of the things that Miss Louisa Vaughan, of 
China, had given in her morning missionary hour. 
It brought a gasp of astonishment from the reporter 
to be told that in Shantung Province, China, which 
is a little larger than Mississippi (a state of 2,000,000 
souls), there are 38,000,000 souls; and that there are 
eighteen provinces in China, with varying populations 
less or more. But this newspaper reporter’s aston- 
ishment knew no bounds when she had listened to 
the story of a notorious Chinese drunkard and thief 
and liar, who came to work for Miss Vaughan as a 
servant, and who was utterly transfotmed through 
Christ, even becoming a preacher of the Gospel. 

“Do they really get people changed like that!” 
exclaimed the reporter. 

Yes, He really changes people like that, not only 
in China but in Philadelphia. And there were Chris- 
tians at this Victorious Life Conference who needed 
the miracle-change from .defeat into  victory,— 
though they had not been drunkards or “notorious” 
sinners. Better still, they received what they 
needed; they were utterly transformed; they are 
necessarily “preachers of the Gospel” now, because 
it is such a glorious Good News to them. 

A Christian woman on whom God has laid a won- 
derful burden of intercession since last summer’s 
Conference was walking home from one of these 
meetings, and a friend noticed that she was carrying 
three copies of the new report of last year’s confer- 
ences, “The Victorious Life.” In answer to his 
comment on her purchases, she said that one of these 
books was for the maid who was taking care of her 
room in the hotel where she was staying. This maid 
had told her that when she first entered the room, 
although no one was there, she had felt a sense of 
the presence of God and had said to herself, “There 
is a Christian woman in this room.” The two had 
blessed fellowship together afterwards, and the maid 
aon ogre she would so much appreciate a copy of the 
ook. 

A remarkably complete variety of Victorious Life literature, 

including this volume. and many other books and pamphlets. 


may be had from the office of the Christian Life Literature 
Fund, 600 Perry Building, 16th and Chestnut “ts., Philadelphia. 


How many interesting moments you have spent 
with a friend over a map of his latest big journey! 
Have you ever visualized the journeys of our Friend 
of friends? “Arnold’s Chart of Christ’s Journeyings” 
does that for you in most simple fashion. It may be 
secured of The Sunday School Times Company at 
twenty cents. 
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LESSON 2. APRIL 13. CHRIST OUR SAVIOUR 
Matthew 20 : 27, 28; John J : 35-51; 3: 16; Romans 8 : 31, 32 
Golden Text: God so loved the world, that he gave his only begotten Son, that whosoever believeth on him should not perish, 


but have eternal life.—John 3 : 16 
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The Lesson Pilot 
By Charles Gallaudet Trumbull 
Getting Started in Class 


A great many things are said to be salvation to-day 
which are not salvation. For example: 

Service is not salvation. We are not saved by 
serving others. 

Turning over a new leaf is not salvation. Nd man 
is saved by doing that. 

Asserting one’s manhood is not salvation. The un- 
saved man has no true manhood to assert. 

Right thinking is not salvation. That is the New 
Thought substitute for the Gospel. 

Denying the existence of sin is not salvation. That 
is Christian Science’s substitute for the Gospel. 

Denying self is not salvation. The unsaved man 
cannot deny self. 

Even sacrifice — man’s uttermost sacrifice in lay- 
ing down his life for others—is not salvation. 

Porkions some of these statements may surprise 
or challenge the class. So much the better. Make 
it very plain before the lesson is over why none of 
these things is salvation, and what: salvation is. 

Each of these points is discussed more fully in a 
chapter “How Men Are Saved: Man’s: Part in Sal- 
vation” in a little book “What is the Gospel?” by 
the Editor of The Sunday School Times (to be had 
from The Sunday School Times Company, in paper, 
35 cents; in cloth, 50 cents, postpaid), The book 
may be used as a sidelight by both teachers and 
pupils during this Quarter’s International Lessons. 


The Lesson Itself 


The references, except as qhervice noted, are to les- 

son-articles in this issue. Bold-faee figures at the end 

of certain paragraphs in those “astle es will help in 
“Solekig locating the references. 


Christ is our Saviour, the title of this lesson tells 
us. But how is Christ our Saviour? Many intelli- 
gent people these days do not know. 

Christ is the great Teacher; but that fact alone 
would never make him our Saviour. 

Christ is the great Example,—the perfect and 
faultless example. But that fact would never make 
him the Saviour. 

Christ is Lord. But he could be Lord without 
being Saviour. He could be the supreme sovereign’ 
of the universe without being Saviour. 

Christ is God. Even that fact does not make him 
Saviour, —though on the other hand he could not 
be Saviour unless he were God. 

Our Scripture lesson gives us the answer to our 
question, and gives it abundantly and unmistakably. 

Take the first two verses of the lesson selection, 
for example. Believers are to be servants, live the 
life of service, even as Christ came to earth to live 
the life of service as a servant; so far there is a 
parallel between the Christian and Christ. But now 
another word is added about Christ, which goes utterly 
beyond any parallel between himself and the be- 
liever: “and to give his life a ransom for many.” 
That is what the Son of man came to do, which no 
other man can ever do as Christ did. And that is 
how he saves us. Just there is the fundamental, vital, 
and eternal difference between any service that men 
can render each other and the service that Christ 
renders men: his ransoming or substitutionary-aton- 
ing work, 

ow does Christ become our Saviour? How did 
he become our ransom? The lesson passage in John 
gives the answer: “Behold, the Lamb of God!” To 
a believing Jew who knew his Old Testament that 
word instantly pointed back to the Old Testament 
blood-sacrifice of animals; back, back, even to the 
day when God himself made the first blood-sacrifice 
as he slew innocent animals to make clothing for 
the sinning Adam and Eve (Gen. 3: 21), covering 
their sins , by a God-made, God-given “robe of right- 


eousness,” in type or foreshadowing of the robe 
of righteousness that we have in Christ, slain for 
us as the “Lamb of Coll, that taketh’ away the sin 


of the world!” (John 1:29.) Before John the Bap- 
tist said this of Jesus of Nazareth, no one else had 
ever been called “the Lamb of God” in all history. 
Old Testament passages that may have flashed into 
the minds of certain Jews are given by Mr. Banks. 

Through the Old Testament revelation, blood- 
sacrifice stood for atonement for sin, the cleansing 
from sin, the remov ing of sin. Warn the class against 
the talk they may hear in these days as to the blood- ~sac- 
rifices of the Old Testament being “crude” or “prim- 
itive.” They were ordained of God to typify or 
foreshadow the eternal sacrifice of the Son of God, 
the Lamb slain from the foundation of the world 
(Rev. 13:8), as the only way by which he could 
become our Saviour. The modernist who says that 


Aas Additonal Material for Lot Me “Kom. 8: 38-39: 2 Cor. 5:17-21; 
+ I-g 


— o% 
i opic : , Friend and Saviour 
Lesson Material : Tae 2:1-20; John 1: 3E-st : : 16. 
’ Memory Verse : He loved us, and sent his Son. 1 ig bod 4:10. 
Junior Topic: What Jesus Does for Us. 
Memory Verse; Matt. 20: wt 


intermediate Topic: Our Lord an 
Additional M Material : rg fs een 14: 1,2; Phil. 2: 5-11; 
1 Tim. 1:1 
hrist the World’s Redeemer 


i and Adult Topic ic: C 
Additional Meteri al; John r:1-14; Rom. 1:16, 173 Eph. 
3:14-21; Heb. 1: 1-9; 1 John: 1-10. 











The portion of the text indicated by the International 
Lesson Committee for printing in the lesson helps is 
John 1 : 35-51 


35 Again on the morrow John was standing, and two 
of his disciples; 36 and he looked upon Jesus as he walked, 
and saith, Behold, the Lamb of God! 37 And the two dis- 
ciples heard him speak, and they followed Jesus. 38 
And Jesus turned, and beheld them following, and saith 
unto them, What seek ye? And they said unto him, Rabbi 
(which is to say, being interpreted, Teacher), where abidest 
thou? 39 He saith unto them, Come, and ye shall see. 
They came therefore and saw where he abode; and they 
abode with him that day: it was about the tenth hour. 
40 One of the two that heard John speak, and followed 
him, was Andrew, Simon Peter’s brother. 4: He findeth 
first his own brother Simon, and saith unto him, We have 
found the Messiah (which is, being interpreted, Christ). 
42 He brought him unto Jesus. Jesus looked upon him, 
and said, Thou art Simon the son of 2 John: thou shalt be 
called Cephas (which is by interpretation, ®Peter). 

43 On the morrow he was minded to go forth into Galilee, and 
he findeth Philip: and Jesus saith unto him, Follow me. 
44 Now Philip was from Bethsaida, of the city of Andrew 
and Peter. 45 Philip findeth Nathanael, and saith unto him, 
We have found him, of whom Moses in the law, and the 
prophets, wrote, Jesus of Nazareth, the son of, Joseph. 
46 And Nathanael said unto him, Can any good thing come 
out of Nazareth? Philip saith unto him, Come and see. 
47 Jesus saw Nathanael coming to him, and saith of him, 
Behold, an Israelite indeed, in whom is no guile! 48 
Nathanael saith unto him, Whence knowest thou me? 
Jesus answered and said unto him, Before Philip called 
thee, when thou wast under the fig tree, I saw thee. 49 
Nathanael answered him, Rabbi, thou art the Son of God; 
thou art King of Israel. 50 Jesus answered and said unto 
him, Because I said unto thee, I saw thee underneath the 
fig tree, believest thou? thou shalt see greater things 
than these. 51 And he saith unto him, Verily, verily, I 
say unto you, Ye shall see the heaven opened, and the 
angels of God ascending and descending upon the Son 
of man. 


1That is, Anointed. Comp. Ps. 2.2.. °Gr.Joanes: called 
in Mt. 16.17, Jonah *That is, Rock or Stone 


American Revision copyright, 1901, by Thomas Nelson & Sons 








the Old Testament blood-sacrifices, and the New 
Testament application of these to Christ, are un- 
pleasant or abhorrent to the refined sensibilities of 
cultured men and women to-day, simply sets him- 
self above God and rejects God’s own and only way 
of atoning for the sins of the world. Such a one 
tramples under foot the blood of Christ (Heb. 10: 29). 

How is Christ our Saviour? By having received 
in himself the death-penalty of our sins, as he died 
on the cross as our Substitute. A holy and righteous 
Cod must punish sin by death. Such a God must 
choose between letting the entire human race die the 
second death, as the result of their sin, or letting 
some one else die as their substitute, in their stead.. 
It was this last that God the Father and God the Son 
decided to de. The Scripture material in 2 Corin- 
thians 5:17-21 tells us of this marvelous, all-loving, 
substitutionary work of Christ for us. Christ, him- 
self sinless, was actually “made to be sin on our 
behalf.” And because of that, we who believe on 
him have actually “become the ‘righteousness of God 
in him.” As Luther put it, we are Christ’s sin, and 
Christ is our righteousness. What a marvelous ex- 
change! What a substitution!—God putting Christ 
in our place to receive the just penalty for sin that 
we deserve, and putting us in Christ’s place to re- 
ceive the infinite riches and blessings which, through 
all eternity, he lavishes upon his only Son! This is 
what it means to have Christ as our Saviour. 

There is and always will be only one Calvary 
in time or eternity. Let us never talk about a “Cal- 
vary” having occurred anywhere else. See the leading 
editorial in this issue, “Was There a Calvary in 
France?” 

And all we need to do, to receive all the blessings 
of salvation that Christ, at infinite cost to himself 
and the Father, has wrought for us, is to believe on 
him. Our Golden Text, John 3: 16, tells us this. 


The Truth that Is Golden 


Christ-our Saviour saves us not only from but unto. 
From all the worst things, and unto alf the best 
things. From death, and unto life. From hell, and 


unto heaven. This is the Good News of Romans 8: 
#2: the God who spared not his own Son, but de- 
ivered him. up for us all, also with him freely gives 
us all things. Read aloud in class Ephesians 1:3; 
1 Corinthians 3:21, 23; Philippians 4: 19. 
Teaching Points 

John 3:16 offers a striking acrostic spelling the 
word “Gospel,” as Dr. Griffith Thomas (I, 2) shows. 

The death of Christ brings’man_to God, and brings 
God to man; this is shown by Dr. Griffith Thomas 
in his Section IV, The Heart of the Lesson, two 
brief paragraphs giving a wonderful illumination of 
the heart of the Gospel. 

What our Saviour is able to do; a rich bit of Bible 
study, entitled “Unlimited Ability,” on page 1 

The reality of hell makes the reality of our salva- 
tion the greater. Let us not be afk to give clearly 
the terrible truth from the Word of God about hell, 
the place and the ending of all those who are without 
the Saviour Jesus Christ. Its most terrible descrip- 
tion comes from the lips of the Lord Jesus himself, 
as in Luke 16:23, 24, 26; and Revelation 2: 14; 
21:18. The question, is there a hell? is discussed 
in the lesson article by Mr. Rogers (1, 2). 


Questions for Study and Discussion 

Wherein is Christianity different from all the other 
religions of the world? (Dr. Griffith Thomas, 1.) 

In what way do the last three questions of Romans 
8: 31-35 correspond with the story of the fall in 
Genesis 3? (Dr. Griffith Thomas, II, 3.) 

From what do we need to be saved by a Saviour? 

=) does the word “Jesus” mean? (See Matt. 
1:21. 

When John the Baptist called Jesus “the Lamb of 
God,” did John know that this meant that Jesus must 


die as a sacrifice for sinful men? 


Wherein does the most unselfish -sacrifice—of a 
human life for others fundamentally differ from the 
sacrifice Christ made of his life for others? 


What experience of Christ shows that he was 
actually accursed in the sight of God because of 
being our Substitute and bearing our sins? 


Why was Christ’s death more important, for us, 
than his life? 


PHILADELPHIA. 
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This Week’s Teaching Principle 


By Charles Calvert Ellis, A.M., Ph.D. 


Vice-President and Professor of Education at Juniata College 





THE PRINCIPLE OF AppPLICATION.—Lead the 
pupil to make practical and personal applicaticn 
of truth. 











HE final test of our control of a truth is not 

our intellectual apprehension of it, but our ability 
to make practical use of it. Scripture truth is as 
much subject to this law as any other truth. The 
Sunday-school does not exist primarily to impart a 
system of theology, but to be used of God in creat- 
ing a new type of life. Truth that can be lived 
is only half learned until it is applied, and the preof 
that such truth has been really taught is not in 
the pupil’s ability to pass an examination upon it, 
but in his everyday living of it. 

The acceptance of this point of view will make 
this day a réal “Decision Day” in every Sunday- 
school where it is taught. e must be faithful 
in teaching that Christian living lies beyond Chris- 
tian confession, and every pupil should find in the 
lesson as taught a clear call and an adequate oppor- 
tunity to accept Jesus Christ as a personal Saviour. 
The call should be just as clear as if his own name 
were in the heart of the compact Gospel called John 
3:16. In fact, Charles Spurgeon pointed out that the 
personal assurance of the call is greater in the word 
“whosoever” because if his own name were there he 
could not be sure that some one else of the same 
name were not meant. 

The first application should be personal; but if 


‘happily all of the class are Christians, able to ‘say, 


“My faith looks up to thee, thou Lamb of Calvary,” 
then let us not forget the application implied in the 
fact that He is the Saviour of all who will believe 
—the obligation to do all in our power to let others 
know of this wonderful Saviour who died that they 
too might not perish. “Our” is first person} but it 
is also plural — so is the application of the lesson. 
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Lesson for April 13 
Matt. 20:27, 28; John 1 : 35-51; 3:16; Rom. 8 : 31, 32 





The Lesson as a Whole 


By Rev. Professor W. H. Griffith Thomas, D.D. 





Redemption, and it covers everything, past, 

present, and future. This salvation is seen in 
the Old Testament as prepared; and in the New as 
provided. It is all in Christ, the salvation 
comes in and through Him whom the lesson title 
calls “Christ our Saviour.” Christianity is the 
only religion in the world which is redemptive, and 
the only one in which there is a cross at the 
center, with the Founder dying as a malefac- 
tor. Every system of religion or thought or philos- 
phy to-day can. be easily tested by one simple yet 
perfect method: where does it put the Cross, and 
what is made of the death of Christ? (1) 


Books.—In addition to the Concordance and Cyclo- 
pedia mentioned last week, a very valuable book 
for this lesson is “The Cross in Christian Expe- 
rience,” by. Dr. W. M. Clow (Geo. H. Doran Co., New 
York, 50 cents). See also “Vital Teachings of God’s 
Word,” by Todd (Bible Institute Colportage Asso- 
ciation, Chicago, 15 cents), Sections II and XI. 


I. The Lesson’s Main Message 

The passages are only a few out of the wealth 
of Bible teaching, but they present several aspects 
of the truth of salvation. The general idea of each 
should be noted. 


-The Meaning of God’s Redemption (Matt. 20: 27, 
28). Christ said he came to give his life as a “ran- 
som.” This word is one of several which describe 
the purpose of Christ’s death, and it means the pay- 
ment made to deliver from slavery. Sin causes bond- 
age (see Lesson for January 5), and salvation means 
freedom, liberty, removal of shackles. This comes 
through Christ’s death. Paul says, “Ye are bought 
with a price” (1 Cor. 6:20; 7:23), and Peter speaks 
of “the precious blood of Christ” (1 Peter 1: 19). 

The Might of God’s Love (John 3:16). In this 
very familiar text, salvation is seen to be due to 
God’s love, which prompted the gift of Christ. Dr. 
Alexander McLaren has given a singularly suggestive 
outline of this text which once known can hardly 
be forgotten: (1) The lake, “God so loved”; (2) 
the river, “his only begotten Son”; (3) the cup, 
“whosoever believeth”; (4) the draught, “haye ever- 
lasting life.” Note also the acrostic in this passage: 
God, Only-begotten, Son, Perish, Everlasting, Life. 
No wonder Luther calls the text “a little Gospel.” (2) 


The Marvel of God’s Grace (Rom 8:31, 32). These 
verses open the concluding paragraph of the great 
chapter, and mark the exultant experience of one who 
was enjoying and glorying in the perfect provision 
of the Gospel. Two great questions are asked and 
then answered: (1) “If God be for us, who can 
be against us?” And the whole of Romans chapters 
1 to 8 have shown that God is “for us.” (2) “He 
that spared not,” etc. The greater includes the less, 
and having given us Christ, God naturally provides 
all things for time and eternity (1 Cor. 3: 22¢ 23; 
Eph. 1:3). What a marvel is the grace of God in 
Christ ! 


The Methods of God’s Salvation (John ‘1: 35-51). 
Here we see various ways in which men can find 
Christ as their Saviour. Just as there are several 
routes (say) from New York to Chicago, or from 
almost any large city to another, so here are four 
different ways to Christ: (1) The word preached 
(vs 35-39); (2) the individual influence (vs. 40-42) ; 
(3) the direct appeal (v. 43); (4) the personal test 
(vs. 45-51). The goal was the same in each case, 
“Christ our Saviour,” and the one thing common to 
all amid this variety of method is personal contact 
with Christ. Notice how in each case they came to 
Christ as Saviour and Master and became his dis- 
ciples. 

Devotional Reading.—Ephesians 3: 14-21. (1) The 
Prayer (vs. 14-19); (2) the Praise (vs. 20, 21). 
Both prayer and praise have as. their keynote the 
thought of power. This prayer is treated in detail 
in “The Prayers of St. Paul” by the present writer, 
published by Scribners, 60 cents. 


Il. Additional Material for Teachers 

Romans 8: 31-39; 2 Corinthians 5: 17-21; Heb. 1: 
I-9. 

1. Romans 8: 31-39. The closing section of the 
great theme of Righteousness by faith, Romans chap- 
ters 1 to 8. Note the paean of exultation as seen 
in the questions (vs. 31-35), and -mark especially 
how the last three questions correspond with the 
story of the fall in Genesis chapter 3. There we see 
three results of sin: guilt, condemnation, and separa- 
tion. Now in Romans 8: 31-39 we have the victorious 
inquiry: (1) “Who shall lay any thing to the charge 
of God’s elect?” No guilt; (2) “Who is he that con- 
demneth?” No condemnation; (3) “Who shall sep- 
arate us?” No separation. (3) 

2. 2 Corinthians 5: 17-21. (1) The great experience 


"Te main truth of the Bible is Salvation, or 
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(v. 17), (2). The great explanation (vs. 18, 19), (3) 
The great exhortation (vs. 20, 21). One of the great- 
est passages about “Christ our Saviour.” 

3. Hebrews 1:1-9. (1) God’s partial revelation 
in the Old .Testament through the prophets; (2) 
God’s complete revelation in the New, through his 
Son. The basis of redemption is Christ’s Deity. “A 
Saviour not quite God is a bridge broken at the far- 
ther end” (Moul *, 


Ill. The Graded Topics 


1. Intermediate Topic. Our Lord and Saviour 
(Additional Material, John 6: 66-69; 14:12; Phil. 2: 
5-11; 1 Tim. 1:15): 

The passages add suggestions of other aspects of 
Christ’s work and our relation to it. (1) John 6: 66- 
69, Desertion (v. 66) ; Devotion (vs. 67-69). (2) John 
14:1, 2, Appeal, Argument, Assurance. (3) Philip- 
pians 2:5-11, Humiliation, Exaltation; (4) 1 Tim- 
othy 1:15, Who? What? Why? — Christ is first our 
“Saviour,” and then our “Lord.” He died for this 
purpose (Rom. 14:9). “If Christ is not lord 
of all, Christ is not lord at all.” . 

2. Senior and Adult Topic. Christ the World’s 
Redeemer. Additional Matérial: John 1: 1-14, the 
Word divine (v..1); the Word incarnate (v. 14); 
Romans 1:16, 17, human salvation, divine power, 
divine righteousness; Ephesians 3:14-21 (see 
above) ; Hebrews 1:1-9 (see above); 1 John 1: 
1-10, Foundation laid in Christ (vs. 1, 2); Fellow- 
ship enjoyed through Christ (vs. 3-10). The empha- 
sis here is on the world as the sphere and scope of 
Christ’s redemption. The cross is central in history, 
as ae was “in the midst” when he died (John 
19: 18). 

Observe these references to the world, “God 60 
loved: the world” (John 3:16); “The field is the 
world” (Matt. 13:38); “The whole world lieth in 
the evil one” (1 John 5:19); “He is the propitiation 
....for the whole world (1 John 2:2); “Go ye into 
all the world” (Mark 16:15). The redemption is 
sufficient for all, but only efficient for those who re- 
ceive it. 


IV. The Heart of the Lesson 


This is a good opportunity of obtaining a full and 
clear idea of what Christ’s death really meant, 
what the Atonement includes. Why did he die? 
For two reasons, and these cover everything. 

1. He died to bring man to God. This shows the 
atonement as a revelation of God’s love to elicit re- 
pentance, a change of mind towards sin; and a desire 
for a new life. 

2. He died to bring God to man. This shows the 
atonement as a revelation of God’s righteousness 
to vindicate law, provide pardon, and guarantee vic- 
tory over sin. The latter is the basis of the former, 
and when the two are kept together the complete 
truth of the atonement is seen. Mercy could bring 
man to God, but only righteousness could bring God 
to man. Christ’s salvation does both, and the two 
elements are blended (Psalm 85:10). Thus the true 
idea of the atonement is wide and inclusive. Sin 
means debt, disease, defilement, darkness, and death, 
The debt must be paid, the disease cured, the de- 
filement cleansed, the darkness removed, the death 
destroyed. And “Christ our Saviour” does it all. 
Thus what God’s justice demanded, his love pro- 
vided, and the Cross reveals both righteousness and 
love (Rom. 3: 21-26). 


V. Leading Questions 

Distinguish between these words about Christ’s 
work: offering, sacrifice, ran..m, propitiation, re- 
demption, reconciliation. 

Prove that Christ’s coming was due to God’s love. 


At what point do all the methods of approach to 
Christ (John 1: 35-51) meet and agree? 

What is the argument of Romans 8: 31-39? 

Why was it necessary for the Saviour to be God? 

oe was it necessary for him to be man? (Job 9: 
33). 

Wherein lies the supreme power of Christianity? 
(Rom. 1: 16). 

WyctirFE CoLLece, Toronto. 


The Prophecy in This Lesson 
By Howard A. Banks 


we the characters in to-day’s lesson speak- 
ing out of inspiration received from an old- 
time’ prophetic conference? Surely it was a time 
when such were held. There was then abroad in 
the world the expectation of a coming great One. 
Thirty years before even Gentile philosophers had 
seen the event written in the stars, and had perhaps 
confirmed their astrological lore from the Hebrews’ 
sacred books (cf. Matt. 2:2 with Num. 24:17 and 
Isa. 9: 6,°7). This prevalent expectancy had bred 
oe jealousy in a ruler’s heart (Matt 2: 16, 
17). 
And surely, too, the faithful remnant of Israel 
were watching. One at least was patiently “waiting 
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for the consolation of Israel” (Luke 2:25), and 
not a few “looked for redemption in Jerusalem” 
(Luke 2: 38). 

And now this little band was actually witness- 
ing the Manifestation— of Whom? Oh, wonder- 


ful! 

“The Lamb of God!” says John Baptist with the 
finger of one hand resting now upon Exodus 12: 3- 
13, then upon Psalm 22, and again upon Isaiah 53, 
and pointing with his other hand to the white-clad 
figure on the outskirts of the crowd. 

“The Messiah!” cries Andrew, as he quotes Daniel 
9:25, and persuades his brother to give up fishing 
for that day. 

“The Son of God, the King of Israel!” marvels 
‘Nathanael. Was he remembering Psalm 2: 12, Isaiah 
11:1 and Zephaniah 3:15, as Bang who had just 
predicted the petrifying of Simon, astonishes him 
with a flash of foreknowledge? 

Happy no doubt over this day of worshipful rec- 
ognitions, Jesus adds that he is the real Jacob’s 
ladder, the Way from earth to heaven. 

“The Anointed One” —this One is, Andrew had 
told Peter (v. 41, R. V., footnote). They knew 
that in the rite of anointing in ancient Israel, kings 
received the royal, high-priests the sacerdotal, and 
prophets (sometimes) the prophetic unction. And 
here at last is the King, Priest and Prophet all in 
One! May his Father and our Father, who anointed 
him with the dove-brooding Spirit, also anoint our 
eyes in this day of Twentieth Century prophetic con- 
ferences to see him as the still Coming One, the 
soon Coming One (1 John 2: 27, 28; Heb. 9: 28). 


PHILADELPHIA, 
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The Busy Men’s Corner 
By William H. Ridgway 


The Cross.—Behold, the Lamb of God (v. 36). 
This Billy Sunday of the Jordan valley put the 
cross into the first Gospel sermon. And true to 
that kind of preaching ever since, the sermon brought 
“trail hitters.” If men can be made to “behold” 
Christ they will follow him. The sad fact is that 
multitudes of men never see the Lamb of God. He 
is presented in every other aspect than as a sacrifice 
for sin. Now, while such preaching and teaching 
may entertain, may instruct, may stimulate, may 
educate, may cultivate, may even elevate, it does not 
make saved ones. Is your church that sort? How 
many additions have you had under the present in- 
tellectual preaching? Here is a hint. Buy the par- 
son a ticket and give him a proper check and tell 
him to hie away to Northfield or some other “SEE”- 
shore! where he can get a daily dip into the ocean 
of real religion. When he gets back again into his 
pulpit in Squedunk he will likely have the “pep” in 
his system and the cross in his sermons. And be- 
lievers out of his congregation. The secret of the 
success of the tabernacle evangelist is not his sing- 
ing school and his audacity, but his everlasting 
preaching of the cross. Man the sinner and Jesus 
the sacrifice. .Night after night Jesus is “lifted up,” 
and true to the promise men come pouring up the 
sawdust aisles (John 12: 32; 1 Cor. 2:2). 


At Your Service.—What seek ye? (v. 38). The 
moment they started after Jesus he turned to them 
with the words which say, “At your service.” Just 
as the courteous salesfolk ask you in the store, “Are 
you looking for something?” Jesus wants all the 
children of men to come to him. His welcome is 
glad and comforting (Matt. 11:28; John 6:37). 
The humblest mill worker, as well as the most popu- 
lar singer, in the time when he is “hard hit” can take 
the road to Jesus, and will find Jesus facing down 
that road with his sweet and gentle and inviting 
“What seek ye?” Jesus is the one person in all the 
world to whom a man has to tell the truth when 
asked, “What seek ye?” A man can rob God, per- 
haps, but a man cannot lie to God. When yeu follow 
Jesus you will tell him really and truly just what 
you seek. If perplexed, you will ask guidance; if in 
trouble, you will ask help; if convicted of sin, you 
will ask forgiveness. 


Environment.—Can any good thing come out of 
Nazareth? (v. 46.) When I was in college we heard 
a great deal about “environment,” and like the other 
“pinfeathers,” I took it all in. Adam had the finest 
environment. The Virginia mountains have never 
produced another Patrick Henry, nor the Memphis 
Telegraph office another Edison. Not what sur- 
rounds you but what you surround makes you. You 
are what you are according to your inside machinery. 
Like my watch (Prov. 23:7; 4:23). I heard Dr. 
Nelms tell about a Chinese Emperor who had been 
inoculated with the environment germ by some 
know-it-all professor. ‘So he took a dear little Ches- 
ter White pig into his palace and educated him like 
a prince. He dressed him in silk, taught him to 
walk upright upon his hind legs and to carry a cane. 
Chester was sure some pig! The emperor one day 
took him out for a walk. My, how splendidly he 
stepped along with his plumed hat and fine clothes. 
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As the emperor stopped to speak with 
some of his court for a few minutes 
he missed his princely pig. Upon look- 
ing about they found prince Chester hav- 
ing the time of his life in a big mud 


uddle. Folks missed it on Nazareth. 
he humble little village had given the 
world’s greatest and Bont, e would 


have been just the same Jesus from a 
Mary and a carpenter shcp in proud 
Capernaum, royal Caesarea, or sacred 
Jerusalem. If you have the pig nature 
you will find the mud puddles in the 
Avenue palace or the Slum tenement. 
The only way the Chinese emperor 
could have had a princely big was to 
make him over again. e must be 
born again.” 


COATESVILLE, Pa. 
we 


The Illustration Round -Table 


LLUSTRATIONS must reach The Sunday 

School Times three full months in advance 

of the date of the lesson. If coming later 
they mor not be considered at all. Do not 
submit illustrations without first securing a 
circular that explains the acceptance of ma- 
terial, and the year’s lesson calendar, which 
will be sent for a three-cent stamp. All read- 
ers are invited to assist in the conduct of 
this department. One dollar is offered for 
every anecdotal lesson illustration used, and 
two dollars for the best one each week. 


stand a better chance of acceptance than 
illustrations on the Golden Text. 

Short miaetrasions, of ‘ Lt RA 
ahead of Gener ones equally good. 

Never Resting.—What seek ye? (John 
1:38). There are certain birds seen at 
Constantinople which are said to be al- 
ways on the wing. No one ever saw 
them rest, but they are for ever poised 
in mid-air. The natives call them “lost 
souls,” seeking rest and finding none. How 
like the men who have no Gospel to 
rest upon, but who change their creed 
from week to week, listening to every 
voice but the voice of God.—From the 
Sunday Circle. Sent by J. A. Clark, 
Leicester, Eng. 


The “Ignorant” Man’s Method.— 
Philip findeth Nathanael, and saith unto 
him, e have ‘found him...Jesus of 
Nazareth (v. 45). An_ ignorant jin- 
rikisha coolie named Ode San, 67 
years of age, was converted, and re- 
turned from the mainland to his native 
island village to preach, as he said. Since 
he could not write, could read the Bible 
only by spelling out each word, and 
spoke most crudely, Captain Bickel was 
somewhat dismayed at having him the 
first representative of Christianity in 
his town. But three months after Ode’s 
conversion, the Captain received a card 
from him, saying “Come preach.” He 
went, and found an audience of four 
hundred waiting for him. How had 
Ode aroused this interest? He had gone 
to a house where a sick man lay and 
offered to help the wife in any way he 
could. He had drawn water and carried 
wood until the man was well. He had 
visited all the sick of the town and of- 
fered-help in the same way, preaching 
by his kindly acts and simple words. 
When he announced a meeting, four 
hundred of his townsmen responded. 
He has spoken personally to 58,000 peo- 
ple and has opened up four islands 
since his conversion.—From “The Little 
White Ship of the Inland Sea.” Sent 
by H. A. Leach, Hancock, N. Y. 


The Door of Welcome.—Come and 
see (v. 40); “You know what beg- 
gars do. If they go to a door and 
get anything, they make a little mark; 
ou and I do not understand it, but 
it means, ‘Good house to knock at’; and 
the next beggar who cores sees that 
token, and he knocks b Mily. Now, I 
have already made that mark on Christ’s 
door, and I have told you of it; it is 
a good house to knock at, for I have 
tried it. But suppose, being a beggar, 
you were to meet some fiftv or sixty 
tramps, all coming down the street; and 

they were to say to you, ‘Are you in the 
same trade as we?” ‘Yes, I am a beggar.’ 
‘Well,’ they say, ‘there’s a good house 
down there, we have all of us been to it, 
and they have given us all something.’ 
‘What, given something to all of you?’ 
‘Yes, to every one of us.’ ‘What, to 
the man yonder? Why, he looks good 
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for nothing’ ‘Yes.’ ‘Then I will be as 
quick as I can to knock and get the next 
turn. Since the world began there never 
has been a sinner who sincerely asked 
for mercy through faith in the precious 
blood of Jesus who has been rejected.” 
—From a sermon by C. H. Spurgeon. 
Sent by George Goodall, British Con- 
sulate, Colon, Panama. 


Questioning the Unbeliever.—Can 
Pye good thing come out of Nazareth? 
Philip saith unto him, Come and see 
(v. 46). An infidel was _lecturin 
toa a= audience and, having finishe 
his address, he invited any who had ques- 
tions to ask to come on the platform. 
After a short interval a man who had 
been well-known in the town as a ‘notor- 
ious drunkard, but who had lately been 
converted, stepped forward, and, taking 
an orange from his pocket, coolly began 
to peel it. The lecturer asked him to 
propound his question, but without re- 
plying to him the man finished peeling 
his orange, and then ate it. When |. 
had finished his orange, he turned to the 
lecturer and asked him if it was a sweet 


one. Very angry, the man said, “Idiot, 
how can [I know whether it was sweet 
or sour, when I never tasted it?” 


To this the converted drunkard retorted, 
“And how can you know anything about 
Christ if you have not tried Him?”— 
From the Christiax Herald. Sent by 
J. A. Clark, Leicester, Eng. 


The Greatest Text.— _ 


God—The greatest lover. 

so loved—The greatest degree. 

the world,—The greatest company. 

that he gave—The greatest act. 

his only begotten Son—The greatest gift. 
that whosoever—The greatest opportunity 
believeth—The greatest simplicity. 

in him—The greatest attraction. 

should not perish—tThe greatest promise. 
but—The greatest difference. 
have—The greatest certainty. 

eternal life—The greatest possession. 


Ark-Salvation.—Whosoever believeth 
on him (Golden Text). D. L. Moody 
told the story of a conversation he had 
with a man in Manchester. “Are you 
a Christian?” the evangelist had asked. 
“No, but I wish I were.” Then Moody 
proceeded to quote passages from the 
Bible, but the man said they did not 
meet his case. “The fact is that I can- 
not feel that I am saved.” Then Moody 
clinched matters by asking, “Was it 
Noah’s feelings that saved him, or was 
it the ark?” The man thought a while, 
and then said, “Good night, Mr. Moody; 
it is all settled.” Some time afterwards 
this convert came up to the evangelist 
and said, “Do you remember the man 
and the ark? I had been trying to save 
myself by my feelings. The moment 
you spoke of the ark, that.settled it.”— 
From the Christian Herald. Sent by J. 
A. Clark, Leicester, Eng. The prize for 
this week is awerded to this illustration. 


we 


From the Platform 
By Philip E. Howard 


A Prayer Befove the Lesson.—Lord Jesus, 
thou didst call by the dear name of friend 
some very uncertain and dull companions of 
thine. We rejoice that such as we, with 
all the trouble that we have made for thee, 
need not be shut out from thy friendship. 
Dear Lord, we vould testify to our loyalty 
to thee by a deep and faithful obedience, 
as in thy strength and by thy grace we 
yield to thy loving dominion in our lives. 
If we by any means may offer thee our praise 
for the merciful salvation which thou hast 
provided and which so many of us have 
accepted of thee, we pray that we may show. 
forth our praise by telling others of the 
good news and by following thee wherever 
thou dost lead. In thy dear name we pray. 
Amen. 


After the Leeson.—“God so loved the 
world” —I wonder who can finish that 
text for us? Why, everybody seems to 
know that; and tne well we said it 
together! Perhaps some who said it 
have never yet gone much deeper than 
the repeating of the words. They know 
the fact, but have not taken it to them- 
selves. Did you ever take that text and 
write it out, and when you came to the 
word “whosoever” in it put your own 
full name right there? Try that some 








time. Let us repeat the text once more, 
very slowly this time, and when we come 
to the word “whosoever” let every one 
of us softly and thoughtfully say our 
own name right there. Yes, that who- 
soever means you, and it means me. It 
is a tremendoys word, covering the rich 
and the poor, the rough and the edu- 


cated, the poor waif wandering through | ¢ajj ‘ha 


the streets, and the simple-hearted earn- 
est worker for Christ in low or high 





position. May I put on the board, so 
that you may see before your very eyes, 
the heart oF that verse in just a few 
words? 

LOVED 

_ GOD Gave 
BELIEVE 
WE HAVE LIFE 
WHOSOEVER 
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Lesson Hymns and Psalms 


“Tell me the story of Jesus.” 

“I love to tell the story.” 

“When morning gilds the skies.” 

“O listen to our wondrous story.” 

“One day.” 

“There is no name so sweet on earth.” 

“Jesus saves.” : 

“Abide with me.” 

(References in parentheses are to the met- 
rical Psalm Book set to music, including 
also some other parts of Scripture, “Bible 
Songs No. 4,”. published by United Presby- 
terian Board of Publication, Pittsburgh, Pa.). 

Psalm 51 : 1-19 (116 : 1-3). 
Isa. 1 : 18 others (317 : 1-3). 
Psalm 32: 1-11 (73 : 1-3). 
Psalm 140 : 1-13 (282 : 1-3). 
Psalm 89 : 1-37 (175 : 1-4). 


we 
Unlimited Ability 
By Fred S. Shepard 
The Son of God with power (Rom. 1: 4). 


AVING been given “all ‘power” 
Matt. 28:18) so that He can “sub- 
due all things” (Phil 3:21), and having 





“destroyed the works of the devil” | 


(1 John 3:8), Jesus is able 
1. To Save (Matt. 1:21; Isa. 63:1): 
fr To the uttermost 

(Heb. 7: 25.) 


(2) Completely 
(3) Evermore 


2. To Keep (John 10: 27-30): 
(1) Succor tempted (Heb. 2: 18). 
(2) Make him stand (Rom. 14:4). 
(3) Keep from falling (Jude 24). 

3. To Bless (Phil. 4: 19): 

fr) Make grace abound (2 Cor. 9:8). 

Perform promises. (Rom. 4: 21). 

(3) Keepthatcommitted(2 Tim. 1:12). 
(4) Above all we ask (Eph. 3:20). 

4. To Use (2 Tim 2:21): 

(1) As witnesses (exhibits) (Acts 1:8). 
(2) As co-workers (1 Cor. 3:9). 

033 As intercessors (Jas. 5:16). 

(4) As companions (Luke 9: 28). 
(5) As messengers (Matt. 28: 19). 
“Believe ye that I am able to do this? 

hy 4 said unto him, Yea, Lord” (Matt. 

9: 28). 


Toronto, CAN. 
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The Primary Teacher 
By Mrs. Mary Foster Bryner 


Goarsues material for to-day’s 
lesson was suggested for the optional 
Christmas lesson last December. Use it 
to-day as the climax of the expression 
of God’s love, adding some reasons why 
Jesus came.. Such teachings may be- 
come permanent possessions through 
carefully related songs explained and 
memorized. 


Lesson Teaching—God sent Jesus to 


, 


MAKCH 20, 1919 


show His best Love. (To-day’s lesson 
shows God's relation to us thro His 
Son, Jesus Christ, who came to live on 


earth to be friend, teacher, helper, guide 


and Saviour.) 

Review.—To each child may be given 
a paper on which to write or draw as 
many of God’s Good Gifts as he can re- 
aving seen since last Sunday, Allow 
five minutes for this, then let the children 
mention some of these things. If pos- 
sible, relate to each a simple verse of 
Scripture and repeat it together. For 
instance: As it is springtime a child may 
mention birds, God’s Word says, The 
time of the singing of birds is come, 
Your Heavenly Father feedeth them, 
He careth for you, too. God said, I 
know all the birds of the mountains 
(Psa. 50: 11a), or mention what Jesus 
said about sparrows. 

It may be a rainy day. A child ma 
mention clouds or rain. In God’s Boo 
we find, The clouds are His chariots; 
and He causeth to come down for you 
the rain. , 

The value of Scripture is not in mem- 
orizing alone, but in relating it to life 
and experience. There is a wealth of 
material with which young children may 
become familiar if teachers recall it 
when opportunities offer. This is one 
reason why Primary Departments should 
be separate from the older grades of 
the school. Sum up God’s Good Gifts 
with “Every good gift and every perfect 
is from above, coming down yi~ the 
Father.”- 

_To-day’s Story—Every one of God's 

fts is good, but the best of all is 
FESUS. The older children can repeat 
John 3: 16. 

The Bible story in Luke 2: 1-20 is so 
complete arid beautifully told that it 
should be given largely in Scripture 
language. Eight-year-old children should 
know verses 8-20... 

Joseph’s journey to Bethlehem for 
registration may compared to a 
man’s voting in his home town nowa- 
days. Pictures of a Madonna, the Holy 
Family, the visits of the Shepherds and 
Wise-men will help and show the in- 
terest of grown men in God’s best gift. 
The songs used need not emphasize 
Christmas day in particular, but tell the 
story: 

“Just a littie baby, Jesus was His name, 

Bringing joy and gladness, when from 

heaven He came. 
Angels brought the message of the baby’s 
birth, 

Said He was the Saviour, sent to all the 

earth.” 
(Melodies, Leyda Pub. Co., Wapello, Iowa, 

28 cents.) 


Repeat, He loved us and sent His Son. 


After the Story—Add some reasons 
why Jesus came: Thou shalt call his 


|name JESUS, for He shall save his 
| people from their sins. 





To save people from loving and doing 
what is wrong or sinful, Jesus was a 
teacher, helper; guide and friend to show 
right ways to them. 


“Jesus, friend of little children, 
Be a friend to me; 

Take my hand and ever keep me 
Close to Thee 


“Teach me how to grow in goodness 
Daily as I grow; 

Thou hast been a child, and surely 
Thou dost know.” 


(This may be their expression in song 
or prayer. It is found in “Songs for 
Little People,” Pilgrim Press, Boston, 
75 cents.) 

A suitable closing might be a solo by 
an older person: Jesus, Our Friend: 


“Jesus, Saviour, from His home above, 
Brought the message of the Father’s love; 

Friend of all, He taught them how to live, 
Came to save and every sin forgive. 


“Jesus, Saviour, healed the sick and blind, 
Helped the people to be true and kind; 
Loved them always, taught them how to pray, 

Lived among them in His holy way.” 


(Carols —Same publisher and price. as 
Melodies.) 
Perorra, IL. 
we 
Mr. Smith’s popular book “Little 


Jetis Telling Bible Stories” can be had 
from The Sunday School Times Com- 
pany for 75 cents, postpaid. 


















Lesson for April 13 i 


Matt. 20:27, 2; John 1: 35-51; 3:16; Rom. 8:31, 32 















My Class of Girls 
By Mrs. S. H. Askew 





How the Lesson is Taught This Week 


1. Some views of Jesus Christ through 
some of his many names. 

2. Is this Jesus our Saviour? 
our Lord? With what results? 


Is he 











Ge ca immensity of this lesson subject 
for one brief Sunday-school period 
is quite discouraging at first. thought, 
and indeed -it is impossible to compass 
even the barest outline of the teaching 
of Scripture on this, the whole truth of 
the whole Bible, in such a time, and yet 


“make that truth vital to our young 


learners. After some such statement 
of the magnitude of our subject, let us 
try the plan of studying Christ our 
Saviour from one selected viewpoint, 
seeking to get a lifelike portrait of him 
through one pair of eyes only, —the 
keen eyes of the Apostle John, made 
very watchful of his Master because 
of the great love he bore him. 


1. Using open Bibles, then, and note- 
books, let us collect (1) those names of 
Jesus used by John in his Gospel; (2) 
those names of Jesus used by Jesus him- 
self of himself, also recorded by that 
same understanding John, who saw so 
clearly “our Lord and Saviour” in him 
who was only “Jesus of Nazareth” to 
the folk of his day. 


(1) John 1:1 opens the fourth Gos- 
pel with one of the most revealing 
names in all the New Testament, the 
Word, the very message of God to a 
lost world. John 1:8 gives us a broad 
searchlight on his character, the true 
light. Our Golden Text for to-day calls 
him the “only begotten Son,” the name 
in which Deity and humanity meet. In 
1:29 John the forerunner’s farseeing 
eye finds the “Lamb of God,” thé One 
in whom is fulfilled all the types of the 
Old Testament ceremonies. In. this. same 
chapter John writes of him as Teacher, 
Messiah, Christ; Jesus of Nazareth, son 





satisfaction to any restless, hungry- 
hearted girl. The very physical needs 
of man, pressed home upon all of ‘the 
world by: the cruel war — water, bread, 
light, life, yes, resurrection itself and 
the way and the truth out of all the 
terrible tangle of human affairs — will 
illustrate for us the final and deepest 
meanings of these terms. A door leads 
in, shuts in, shuts out,—so does our 
Saviour. A good shepherd literally gives 
his life for the sheep—so did our 
Saviour. Promise a full study of the 
vine for Sunday after next, and close 
this lesson with a quiet prayer that this 
study may bring belief that Jesus is the 
Christ, and that believing your girls 
may have life in his name. 

If any class would like to study fur- 
ther into this fascinating theme, per- 
haps in a weekday meeting, suggestions 
for such study may be found in a leaflet, 
“The Names of Jesus,” by the writer of 
this article, to be had from the Woman’s 
Auxiliary of the Southern Presbyterian 
Church, St. Louis, Mo. 


Home Study 


Ask the girls to look up the exact 
references for those twelve claims of 
Jesus —the J am’s of John’s Gospel — 
for their note-books, noting the context 
each time. 

ATLANTA, GA. slant 


+ 4 
Pucker’s “Boy’s-Eye View” 
By the Rev. William O. Rogers 





How the Lesson is Taught This Week 


Beginning: Some danger that one of 
your boys has been’ saved from. 

Discussion: Need of a divine Saviour 
for the soul; Jesus as a boy; our part 
in salvation. J 

Main points: Christ does it all; neglect 
means death; salvation not only from sin 
and hell but to usefulness. 

Illustrations: Life preserver; sinking 
ship. 














of Joseph, Son of God, King of Israel, | 


and Son of man. (See our printed les- 


son-passage.) A moment’s thought only, | 


on each of these will give us as many 
flashlights on his marvelously rich per- 
sonality, —on the truth as it is in Christ 
Jesus. 

Continuing, in John 4: 42 he is given 
one of his most complete titles, “Sav- 
iour of the world,” and that by the de- 
spised Samaritans, who said they knew 
this name to be a true one, when all the 
Jews were guessing and quibbling over 
this new “prophet”! It is often not the 
learned who possess the keenest spiritual 
vision. John 11:3 records the title of 
the surrendered heart, Lord (master), 
but John 30:28 goes far beyond this 
with “my Lord and my God.” Can you 
go all that way with Thomas? Only 
from that height can you see him in all 
his perfection and beauty, even as one 
sees only bits of the wonder of some 
grand old mountain, except from some 


other great height; whence we can see 


almost all its grandeur. All of Jesus’ 
matchless, manifold beauty we can never 
see from any earthly’ height — heaven 
alone can furnish. us a sufficient view- 
point for such a sight! 


(2) Such tremendous claims for him 
from the Holy Word ought to be enough, 
but if time permits give your girls this 
surpassing list from Jesus’ own lips con- 
cerning himself, taken from John’s rec- 
ord also. : 

Begin with that complete claim. to 
Deity, the truly majestic I AM (8:58), 
and follow with these various comple- 
ments to that claim: Living Water, Liv- 
ing Bread, Bread of Life, Light of 
Life, Light of the World, the Door, the 
Good Shepherd, the Resurrection, the 
Way, the Truth, the Life, the Vine, 
twelve vital necessities of our real lives 
met in Jesus Christ, if you can say with 
Thomas, “my Lord and my God.” 


2. Is this Saviour and .Lord really 
yours? He may be for the accepting, 
for the simple believing, as “the little 
Gospel” of our Golden Text so plainly 
says. And if he is, what are the re- 
sults? Even a rapid study into those 
twelve claims of his (above) will bring 


“IOYS, were any of you ever saved 
from anything by any one?” asked 
teacher. — 
| At first nobody said anything, but 
| teacher finally got Fred to tell how he 
| cut an artery one day and would have 
| bled to death but for Bert, who made a 
| tourniquet and stopped the blood, as our 
| Boy Scout first aid taught us.. And I 
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told how good old Bumps: jumped into 
the river after me one bey when I got 
the cramp. 

Teacher had Carl explain that these 
fellows saved Our bodies, but it took 
a divine Saviour to save our souls. He 
said that we were all spiritually dead, 
you know, and to bring us to life was 
a real miracle. 

I told how God’s Son came as a little 
baby, so he would really be one of us, 
even though’ he was divine. If he had 
come as an angel or spirit, or as a full- 
sized man, we fellows wouldn’t have 
felt he was for us. But when he was 
once a boy just our age, played, fished, 
did chores, etc., that makes us know 
he came to be our Saviour, too. 

That was getting to Fatty’s question 
about whom Jesus came to save. 
course he came for everybody. Don’t 
you remember John 3:16? That set- 
tles it, and if any fellow isn’t saved 
it’s his own fault, just like a smart 
Aleck who won't put on a life preserver 
when there are plenty to go around. 

“What can a boy do to be saved?” 
was Bert’s slip. He said we can’t do 
much of anything. Christ has to do it 
all, and we just let him. Of course we 
have to repent, but that is just letting 
go of our sins. And we have to believe, 
but that is just letting Christ take our 
case. So we really can do nothing, only 
be willing, and. show our willingness by 
asking him. 

“What does a boy have to do to be 
lost?” came next. 

“Cuss and lie and steal and_ shoot 
craps and play poker and get drunk,” 
was Bulldog’s idea. But teacher said -we 
were like a boy on a sinking Ship. We 
didn’t have to shoot ourselves in order 
to die. All we had to do was do noth- 
ing and pretty soon we would go down. 
He says we are all on the doomed ship 
of the human race, and our only hope 
is to get into Christ the life-boat. 

Fred told what Christ saves us from— 


sin and hell. 


“Aw, nobody believes: in’ hell, now,” 
a“ 


| declared Bulldog. (1) 


“Is that so?” asked teacher,in surprise. 
“Has the Bible been changed, or has 
some one received later information?” 
He says some preachers long ago may 
have taken a few figurative descriptions 
of hell too literally, but that doesn’t 
change the reality of the fact behind the 
figures. There is a hell just as sure as 
there is a heaven. (2) 


The Lesson Cartoon for This Week 
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“The seed is the Word”. 
“the Word of God, which 
liveth %abideth forever. 
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Then he went on about another thing 
Christ saves us from, that is failure. 
God has a real purpose for each fellow’s 
life, but without Christ we can’t do any- 
thing to make the world spiritually bet- 
ter, can’t win souls to Christ, or con- 
vert the heathen, or anything. But Christ 
in the heart means a life of usefulness 
really worth something, a true success if 
only we let him work through us. 


Home Study for Next Week’s Lesson 
Read Matthew 28: I-10. 
How do you know Jesus was dead? 


How do you know his disciples did 
not steal Jesus’ body? 

How do you know that Jesus is alive 
now? 

What part of Jesus was raised? 


What was Jesus’ resurrected body 
like? 


What does Jesus’ resurrection teach 
about ours? 


Terre Haute, Ino. 


we 
The Little Jetts 
{S THE International Lessons 


hange, with this Quarter, from the 
historical lessons of incident and nar- 
rative to a series on the “Great Teach- 
ings of the Bible,” and as lessons of this 
character do not lend themselves so well 
to the ingenious and suggestive picture- 
teaching of “The Little Jetts,” this 
novel lesson-help feature will not be fur- 
nished for the present by its originator, 
Mr. Wade C. Smith; the well-known 
author of “The Little Jetts Telling Bible 
Stories.” 

Have you enjoyed the Little  Jetts’ 
every-week portrayal of the lesson in 
The Sunday School Times? 

Have you found special use for The 
Little Jetts, either in your Sunday-school 
class, or in the family circle at home, 
or in any other way? 

As a guide in helping to furnish what 
The Sunday School Times Family like 
and can profitably use, the Editor will 
welcome letters from readers telling him 
their thought as to The Little Jetts, and 
describing ways in which this feature 
has been used. ~ 





| Children at Home 








How Tabby Found a Home 
for Her Kittens 
(A‘ True Story) 
By Alice G. Whitman 


ABBY was just an ordinary Maltese 
cat. She was a wharf cat and lived 
in an old warehouse. 

It was her duty to see that the rats 
did not destroy the bags of grain that 
were piled there. 

Every morning the owner of the ware- 
house would look in to see what success 
Tabby had had during the night and she 
always had one or more dead rats to 
show him. This went on until the rats 
had disappeared. 

“Good old Tabby,” said the master, 
“T believe you have killed them all or 
else frightened them away. The Mistress 
said this morning that there were some 
mice in her pantries and asked me to 
bring you up to the house, so this after- 
noon I'll take you home.” About five 
o’clock the master called at the ware- 
house and carried Tabby to his home, 
half a mile away. 

Tabby did good work there and in a 
week’s time cleared the house of mice. 
Then the master took her back to the 
warehause. 

Some weeks after Tabby’s return she 
had a family of five kittens — three 
snow-white, one Maltese with white 
paws, and one pure Maltese. Tabby 
thought they were the loveliest kittens 
she had ever had, but she had hard work 
to keep the white ones clean, for there 
was so mutch dust in the old warehouse. 

Tabby said to herself, “I cannot keep 
my family clean and respectable in this 
neighborhood; they will certainly fall 
into bad ways with only wharf cats for 
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A PERPLEXING PERIOD 


When a child is trying to sus- 
1 tain the demands of growth F | 
and likewise keep up under 
the class-room strain upon 
mental and nervous energy, 
nothing more helpful could 
be suggested than that de- 
pendence be placed upon 


SCOTT’S EMULSION 


Its energizing and nourishing 
virtues are particularly bene- 
ficial to the blood and tend 
to build up strength and 
confirm a child in robustness. 

A growing child needs Scott’s.° 


Scott & Bowne, Bloomfield, N. J. 18-28 























their playmates. I must move before 
they are old enough to form bad habits. 
Master’s house would be a good home 
for my lovely family. I remember the 
cosy basket I had there by the fire, and 
my refreshing cat naps—yes, and the 
warm milk and the tasty scraps the mis- 
tress gave me and the pettings from 
fat little Betty. : 

“That’s where I am going. [I'll just 
have to find my way there and see if 
they won’t let me in with my family. 
I'll pick out the prettiest one first — 
that’s Snow-White. She can’t refuse 
her, surely. Come, little Snow-White, 
with Mother,” said Tabby, as she picked 
her up gently in her mouth. “Now the 
rest of you must be very good kitties. 
Stay close here in the box until mother 
returns, for she is going to find a nize 
home for you all.” 

So saying, Tabby went off with 
Snow- hite She found her way to 
Master’s house, climbed over the fence 
and gently tapped at the basement win- 
dow, which was level with the ground. 

Mistress heard the noise. “Why, 
there is a cat,” she said, “with a kitten 
in its mouth!” and opened the window. 

In stepped Tabby, who looked around 
and found her old basket still by the 


| well are naturally pleased. 
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Teacher-Training Questions 


Discussed by the Rev. Charles A. Oliver 


Teacher-Training Superintendent of the 
Pennsylvania State Sabbath School 
Association 


We find that the examinations miake a 
problem that we have not been able to 
solve thus far. All the pupils do well in 
the class work, but some of them have 
trouble with the examinations. When I an- 
nounce the grades the pupils who have done 
Those whose 
gvades are low are disappointed and some 
discouraged that they have not done as well 
as others. Can you advise me what to do? 


O NOT announce the grades of any 

students. Always inform each pupil 
privately of his mark, leaving it en- 
tirely to the student to determine 
whether any otiier members of the class 
shall know his grade. If a member of 
the class fails to reach the passing mark 
assure him that no other person shall 
know about the failure and arrange for 
a private re-examination. 

ou may also find it desirable to re- 
port general grades instead of exact 
marks. All whose grades are between 
go and 100 might be informed that their 
grade is “excellent”: those from 80 to 

might be reported as “good,” those 
Gentes 70 and 80 “passing,” and under 
70 as “failure.” 

If you should so desire, the official ex- 
aminer would doubtless withhold all 
grades and simply report to you the 
names of the pupils whose papers are 
satisfactory, and the names of any who 
may have failed to. pass the test. 





We want to establish a permanent teacher 
training class in our Sunday-school, Will it 
be necessary that all the members start at 
the beginning of the book? ‘If that be so, 
we shall have to wait a year and a half or 
two years for the first class to finish before 
inviting others to do the work, or we shall 
have to find another teacher for any new 
class. 


T IS not necessary that all the ptipils 
begin with the first lessons printed in 
the text-books, All approved teacher- 





fire. She dropped Snow-White in the 
basket, then purred softly and rubbed | 


herself against Mistress’ dress, as much} the Teacher, the Sunday-school. 


| 


as to say, “Please let my little kitty stay | 
here.” 

“Why, it is dear old Tabby,” said Mis- 
tress, “and you want'me to take care of | 
your: pretty white kitty for you? Well, | 
I wili, Tabby, for Betty will be delighted | 


to have such a soft white kitten to/| on the 


cuddle.” 

At that Tabby jumped out of the win- | 
dow and was off to the old warehouse | 
as fast as she could get there. She told | 
the four little kittens about the kind re- | 
ception their little sister, Snow-White, | 
had received, and they all listened 
eagerly. 

“But there is no time to lose,” said | 
Tabby, “I must get you all up there be- | 
fore dark. Whose turn next? It shall 
be yours, White-Paws,” and off Tabby 
ran with White-Paws. She _ reached 
Master’s house safely, tapped at the 
kitchen window again; and when it was 
opened, Tabby deposited White-Paws in 
the basket beside Snow-White, much | 
to that kitten’s delight. Tabby did not | 
wait to purr her thanks this time, but | 
was off like a flash for Snow-Drop, then | 
Snow-Flake, and last of all, little Mal- 
tie. 

When Maltie was saiely placed be- 
side the others, poor Tabby climbed 
into the basket, exhausted after her five 
trips from the waréhouse to Master’s 
house. But she was happy to have found 
such a comfortable home for her kittens. 

When Master came home, Mistress 
.. and Betty called him to the kitchen to 
see Tabby and her family, and told him 
how she had brought them one by one. 

“We must keep them all,” he said, “for 
it would be cruel to betray such trust as 
faithful old Tabby has in us.” 








training courses include four funda- 
mental subjects, the Bible, the Pupil, 
The 
pupil may begin with any one of these 
subjects. 

In a continuous class new members 
may be added at the beginning of the 
study of any subject. For instance, 
when the class has taken examination 
Bible lessons and is about to 
start on the study of the Pupil or the 
Teacher, invite others to enter the class. 
New members may join after any ex- 
amination. 

The result of this method will be that 
after a year or two you will probably 
have some pupils to finish the course 
every time you have an examination. At 
some time during the year you will plan 
to have a graduation service for all who 
have finished the work during that year. 


ye 
Home Department Questions 
Discussed by Mrs. A. W. Karnell 


Chairman of the Home Department Committee 
of the International Sunday School Association 


Camden, N. J.—We are to have a season 
of special evangelistic services, beginning 
April 6 and culminating with communion on 
Easter Sunday. April 13 has been set aside as 
Decision Day in the Sunday-school, and each 
teacher has been requested to visit all the 
scholars before. that time. I am a Sunday- 
school teacher, but because of my work and 
the conditions in my- home, I shall not be 
able to visit all my scholars. I know there 
are several other teachers in our’ school in 
the same positien. Could not the Home De- 
partment help as? 


AM glad for this vital question for 
this: time of the year. It shows a need 
and opens the way for co-operation 
with the whole school The Home 
Department Visitor has to make the 





Canso, Nova Scorta. 


quarterly visit between March 30 and 





April 6. It is a wise Sunday-school that 
makes use of this splendid opportunity 
of emphasizing this day in the home. 

The Sunday-school superintendent 
should call a meeting of the Visitors and 
teachers to pray for and to talk over 
the scholars who have not as yet taken 
a stand for Christ. Even where the 
teacher is able to call in the home, the 
superintendent should ask the Visitor to 
speak of the importance of this service 
and urge the parents to encourage the 
children in taking their stand at this 
service. Where the teacher is unable to 
visit the home, the Visitor should make 
a special effort on behalf of the teacher. 
She should tell of the teacher’s inter- 
est im her scholar and her regret that 
because of conditions she is not able 
to come to tke home. is a wise plan 
to have the Visitor bring to the home 
the decision card, so that the parents 
pf know beforehand just what the 
children will be asked to do. A trained 
Home Department Visitor would also 
seek an opportunity for a word of prayer 
with the family. She should also urge 
the parents to be present at the service 
on Decision Day to lend their moral sup- 
port to their children in this critical mo- 
ment of their lives. Asa rule the Home 
Department Visitor knows the parents 
intimately and therefore should be of 
great assistance to the Sunday-school 
at this time. 

One pastor had decided that never 
again would he call upon the children 
to take a stand for Christ without the 
presence of the parents. He planned to 
have all parents not in the Sunday-school 
come at a certain hour, and assigned the 
securing of their presence’ as the Home 
Department’s part of the Day’s work. 
The Beginners’ and Primary Depart- 
ments were dismissed and the rest of 
the school marched into the church audi- 
torium. The parents took seats with 
their own children, and it was a beauti- 
ful sight to see parents, teachers, and 
Home Department Visitors all working 
together for the salvation of the chil- 
dren. The results were beyond all ex- 
pectation, and far more satisfactory than 
any plan used before. 

Would that we might learn to be “co- 
workers together.” 





Philadelphia.— Can you give me a few sim- 
ple rules that I can ask my Visitors to sub- 
scribe to for our work? 
co following is a part of a standard 

, of rules that I have used for my 
Visitors for many years. 

1. That the Vi itor attend e ery quar- 
terly council meeting. 


2. That a personal call be made on 
each member before the close of each 
quarter, 


3. That the Visitor report in  writ- 
ing at the council meeting the work done 
in her district or group during the 
quarter. 

4. That the Visitor accept each home 
committed to her care as a definite re- 
sponsibility, seeking to enlist each mem- 
ber in the home in Sunday-school work. 

5. That the Visitor adopt and con- 
tinue family worship._ 

6. That the Visitor consider the con- 
fidence of the members inviolable. 

7. That the Visitor consider herself 
(or himself) as a representative of the 
Sunday-school and an ambassador for 
Christ. 

8. That the Visitor report weekly any 
cases of special need in the parish where 
the Department or the Pastor" can be of 
service, 





New Jersey. —What shall I do with a Vis- 
itor who does not do her work and yet will 
not resign? She is a prominent church mem- 


ber and it will not do to offend her. 


HE supersensitiveness of the “prom- 
inent church member who must not be 
offended” has been the cause of a vast 
deal of unhappiness and failure in God's 


Home Department. 
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work. As a minister’s wife I have had 
to deal with this kind more than 
atid while tact is needed I have us 
found that a straight, frank talk wi 
clear the way for either a promise of 
better work or a resignation. State that 
if the visitor finds her district too large 
ou will reduce what she has or give 
er a new, smaller one, but the superin- 
tendent should hold the ground that 
the work must be done on time. In one 
case the superintendent found that the 
Visitors held her in contempt because 
she had allowed them to do the work in 
such a slovenly manner, and the work 
improved at once, when they saw that 
she ‘meant to carry it on in a business- 
like way. 





Ask Marion Lawrance! 











Ohio.—Give some methods of arousing in- 
terest in indifferent Home Department mem- 
A. 


HERE are several ways of doing 
this. Thére is never indifference on 
any subject without a cause. The rem- 
edy for this particular thing lies chiefly 
in the superintendent and visitors of the 
If they perform 
their work in a perfunctory manner, no 
other result can be expected. The calls 
of the Home Department Visitor should 
be combined with social and pastoral 
calls, without any effort of talking down 
to the members visited, but rather with 
the thought of fellowship and helpful 
interests. The more you can get the 
Home Department members to talking, 
the better results will follow. It is a 
good thing to speak about the lessons 
they have been studying, asking which 
ones they enjoyed the most. It is also 
well to tell them where the money -has 
been used that the Home Department 
is contributing, and to;-tell. them what is 
going on in the school itself: r 3 
The school; asa school, has'a respon- 
sibility in regard to. these indifferent 
members. There should be much atten- 
tion paid to the Home Department. by 
the Sunday-school. Whenever any of 
the members are present it should be 
noted. It is a good idea to have a Home 
Department class for Home Department 
members to drop in any Sunday they 
can attend. Many of the members can 
attend once in a while, and it will please 
them to know they are provided for. 
Then, on all occasions when the school 
comes together, there should be particu- 
lar attention paid to the Home Depart- 
ment. Give them good séats in the 
front. Send automobiles for the elderly 
and feeble members who could not come 
otherwise. Call attention to their pres- 
ence when they are there and make them 
realize that they are a part of the school 
just as much as if they were in regular 
attendance. If this is done, the interest 
is likely to be maintained in the Home 
Department. 


—- 


Illinois—I am the superintendent of a 
Sunday-school of 450. One of the classes 
contains two-young men seventeen or eight- 
een years of age, who are not merely mis- 
chievous but malicious. They are bent upon 
disturbing the school and destroying its dis- 
cipline. They give cat-calls, talk aloud, and, 
in the responsive reading, read a dozen words 
ahead of the school. What would you ad- 
vise me to do?—J. G. E. 


aes is but one thing to do, and 
that is to stop this disorder. The 
longer it is permitted, the more will 
those young men hold both you and the 
school in disregard. My judgment would 
be that the best thing to do first would 
be to have a private talk with them, if 
you can secure it, and tell them ‘plainly 
that their disturbances must cease. 
Show them the folly of such actions 
and what it means to the whole school, 
and particularly the younger boys. Try 
to appeal to their honor and manhood, 
if they have any left, to help you in 
the administration of the school. Show 
them the vast opportunities they have 
of service. On this. particular occa- 
sion I should not make any threats, but 
would treat them with all kindness, hop- 
ing that they will yield to your re- 
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‘Lesson for April 13 
Matt. 20: 27, 28; John. 1 : 35-51; 3:16; Rom. 8; 31, 32 
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quest. Then, if they persist, I should go 
to them again, and tell them plainly that 
this thing must stop. 

At the close of the school, I would 
call the teachers and officers together and 
tell them that you have planned to dis- 
miss these two young men if the dis- 
turbance continues on the following 
Sunday. Secure their counsel and rec- 
ognition, so that when you do act, you 
may have their co-operation. Then, if 
the disturbance continues, tell the 
young men very plainly, in the presence 
of the whole school, that patience has 
come to an end, and that the program 
of the school will stop until they leave 
the building or promise to be gentle- 
men. If they promise, the shame that 
will come to them before the whole 
school will be a severe punishment. 

If they should leave the school, then 
the best thing that you can bring about 
is a reconciliation and the winning of 
these young men. Maybe you have not 
been careful enough yourself. Maybe 
in your methods of repressing them, you 
have irritated them. Be sure you have 
exhausted all of your resources before 
you drive them away, for when they are 
gone you may never secure them again. 





New York.— How can we get teachers and 
prospective teachers to take a _ training 
course and fit themselves for their work?— 
L 


HIS is the most difficult task con- 

fronting the Sunday-school, but it is 
a task that must be undertaken and un- 
dertaken vigorously if we are ever to 
solve the problem before us. We must 
have trained teachers; without them we 
cannot accomplish the work we have in 
hand, at least we cannot do it well. Much 
of the success along this line lies in 
getting a teacher for the training class 
who is an _ enthusiast, 
adapted to the purpose. 
make the teacher-training class the most 





| ence and to take on a restful calm. The 


| echoes of childhood memories sounding. 


| of the old home church returns, with 





| « 
| influence. 


: | best of it is not comparable with the | 
and especially | 


It is possible to | 


interesting feature of the whole school | 


work, but it requires an interesting per- 
son to do it and a lot of hard work. 
know of nothing connected with the 
Sunday-school work that does not re- 
quire concentrated and vigorous effort. 
The same amount of effort put into a 
teacher-training class that is sometimes 
put into a drive for members will make 
it win. There is no doubt of it in my 
mind. 





| affords! 








The Young People’s 
Prayer-Meeting 


By Robert E. Speer 





April 20. Eternal Life and How to Live It. 
John 5: 24; Eph. 2: 1-10. (Easter meeting.) 
April 27. Christianity and the Toilers of 


America. Matt. 9: 35-38 (Missionary 
meeting.) 
May 4. Our Relation to God. V. Serving. 


Matt. 20: 20-28. (Consecration meeting.) 
May 11. The Lure of the World. 2 Tim. 4: 
10; 1 John 2: 15-17. 


Sunday, April 13 
How to Give God’s Day to Godlike 
Deeds 





(Exod. 20 : 8-11) 





Daily Readings for Preceding Week 
Mon.—Sabbath deeds of mercy (John 5: 
1-16). 
Tues.—Sabbath visions (Rev. 1 : 9-18). 
Wed.—Sabbath gifts (1 Cor. 16: 1-4). 
Thurs.—Sabbath worship (Isa. 58 : 13, 14). 
Fri.—Sabbath preaching (Acts 13: 14, 42, 


52). 
Sat.—Sabbath rest (Exod. 16 : 15-31). 











Why should we give one day to God? 

What deeds fit the .Sabbath? 

What opportunities for Sabbath service 
have we? , 


HE loyal-hearted Christian man 

whose letter to his son about to go 
to Europe was quoted in this column 
three weeks ago wrote a little more fully 
than was reported then on the subject 
of Sabbath observance by a boy away 
from home: “Even as to the matters 
concerning. which, as you know, we are 
not superstitiously strict it is better to 
be stricter abroad than at home — for 
instance, as to the observance of Sun- 
day. Not that any particular act on 
Sunday should be set down as a sin, 
but that in your hurried and crowded 
life of travel and sightseeing, that day 
should become more precious than ever 
as a means of maintaining the serener 
and higher life. When you have op- 
portunity, go to.an English or an Amer- 
ican Church service for the purpose of 
witness as well as of worship.” 

ge 


“My experience is,” said a well-known 
American merchant at a luncheon, “that 
life has to be fed from deep springs 
and that a weekly replenishment of a 
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man’s spirit is a necessary: thing.” And 
how good a replenishment God’s Day 
Iw is a quiet day. The ordi- | 
nary toils and demands are laid aside. 
Nature itself seems to know the differ- 


church bells ring and each note sets the 
To the man far away the remembrance 


the gray-headed elders sitting at the 
ends of the pews along the aisles, and 
the music of the old familiar hymns 
whispers to his heart. The peace of 
home deepens. 
God’s blessing presses itself on our 
hearts for a welcome Alas for those 
who are dead to all of this, who hear 
no loving, whispering voice from God! 


Throw out the Sunday newspaper. 
Something may be lost, but a great deal 
more will be gained. Substitute for it 
the Bible and the great books, the liter- 
ature that has power and nourishment in 
it. The whole tone of life will be af- 
fected at once. The Sunday newspaper 
is an injurious intellectual and moral 
Much of it _is trash. The 





Bible or the great books. None of it | 
sticks. All that is left is its influence of | 
debilitation on the fiber of mind and | 
soul. The Sabbath is better without it. | 
| 
The Sabbath was made for man, for | 
the most of him and that the most ! 
might be made out of him: | 

The deeds of love and mercy which 
belong to God’s day are good deeds to 
spread through all days that they too 
may be the days of God. 


New York Cliry. 


The children are there. |: 
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of Deafness! 


By L. E. SMITH 


tion of-deafness can know the 

tragedy of it. Because theirs is 
a loss that is not apparent to others, 
they do not always receive the consider- 
ation that is willingly given to others 
whose deformity is visible to all. 


All too often the affliction of deaf- 
ness is regarded with impatience and 
irritation. People dislike to have to 
repeat their remarks— they tire of 
speaking in a loud tone —they lose pa- 


Oe: those who suffer the afflic- 


tience. And so the sufferer from deaf- 
ness. rather than ask _ continually: 
“What's that?” or “What did you 


say?” gradually accepts the inevitable 
and sinks into a life of loneliness. 

He finds himself shut off from the 
world about him. A _ wall of silence 
stands between him, his friends, and 
even his own family. They become as 
strangers to him. He feels that he 
is sentenced to a living death, and 
he thinks of the long stretch of dreary 
years before him, knowing that his hear- 
ing will continue to grow worse as the 
years go by. 

Others can enjoy the church service, 
lectures, and~concerts. Life is full and 
rich and bright for them. They can 
fear. They have a priceless treasure— 
how great it is only a person without it 
can tell. 

Not only does deafness deprive one 
of countless pleasures and enjoyments 
in life—it is also a constant source of 
danger. The deaf person is unsafe on 
the streets, for failing to hear the 
sounds of traffic he may be run down 
by an approaching vehicle — perhaps 
maimed or killed. 

Hardest of all is the lot of the deaf 
person who is 


affliction is a handicap in business — 
an almost unsurmountable obstacle to 
obtaining employment. Unable to work, 
through no fault of his own, he 
is compelled to place himself upon the 
charity of the members of his family. 


A New Kind of Ear Phone 


No wonder that men and women who 
know the tragedy of deafness seek re- 
lief in the numerous devices that are 
offered to them. But practically every 
deaf person knows that the old style 
ear phone affords at best only a small 
measure of improvement in hearing. 
What has been needed is the discovery 
of an entirely new principle in the con- 
struction of the ear phone. 


Such a discovery has just been an- | 


nounced by the Mears Ear Phone Com- 


without independent, 
means of livelihood. He finds that his | 


pany of New York City —the result of 
several years’ research and experimen- 
tation by a foreign inventor. ft is im- 
possible to explain in this space the 
operation of this new “Intensitone” 
model with its remarkable adjustment 
to 96 different shades of sound, for 
every kind and degree of deafness. 

A complete description and expla- 
nation, however, can be obtained by 
any one interested, without ,any ex- 
pense or obligation. A valuable book- 
let has been prepared by the Mears 
Ear Phone Company, which tells all 
about the causes of deafness and its 
|treatment and explains the “Intensi- 
tone” in detail. 

Whether you are just a little hard of 
hearing or almost totally deaf —if you 
have a “ringing” noise in the ears, a 
sensexof fullness in the head —if you 
suffer from catarrhal colds — if you find 
that you are not able to hear even 
slight sounds clearly and distinctly, it 
will pay you to get this booklet at 
once, as the tendency of deafness is to 
get worse all the time unless it is taken 
in hand. 


What Causes Deafness ? 


The most common cause of deafness is 
catarrh of the middle ear. A _ con- 
gested condition is developed which in- 
terferes with the normal action of the 
various parts of the ear structure. The 
partial deafness and sense of fullness 
experienced by persons with cold in the 


head is due to the same cause. This 
condition, however slight, should not 
be neglected, as the ear drum itself 


thickens and withers from disuse, and 
the result is complete deafness. 

On the other hand, people who are 
| almost totally deaf often give up all 
hope of ever hearing again. But, un- 
known to them, there may still be 
some vitality in the aural cavity and 
the auditory nerve, which may again 
be brought into use by the new “In- 
tensitone” ear phone. 

If you should decide that you would 
like to see and try the “Intensitone” 
Ear Phone, with its new 96 sound ad- 
justment, you can do so without pay- 
ing a penny in advance. So sure are 
the makers that it will enable you to 
hear perfectly that they ‘are willing to 
send it to you postage prepaid for ten 
days’ free, trial without deposit. 

But first get the free booklet, “Deaf- 
ness—Its Causes and Treatment.” 
Write for it to-day—a postcard will 





do. Address the Mears Ear Phone Co., 
ny 363, 45 West 34th St., New York 
| City. 





The 


A Story-Canta 
TULLAR-MEREDITH CO., 





Caster King 


Combines in one service the attractive features of a 
"Story and Seng Service,’'an Easy Grade Cantata and 
a Carol Service, Send,25 cents for a complete copy and 
one each of our new Easter Carol Services entitled 
“Mera of Light’ and “*Vietery Divine."* 





225 W. 36th Street, New York 











EASTER SUPPLIES 


No, 762. Post Card. $1.25 per 100, postpaid. 
mbossed designs in > WL esdelege’ and 
cross, greeting in tint and silver. 
No. 108. Die-Stamped Card. 5 cts. each; 10 
for 45 cts. Exquisite designs in the daintiest 
coloring on a very heavy stock with beveled sil- 
veredge. Two of the designs have silver tint. 
Size, 5%x3 ins. 


Souvenirs for Easter (Hix.So% 


No. 403. Cut-Out Cards, with texts on blocked 
silver letters on rich enameled card and with silk 
cord for hanging. $1.25 per 100, postpaid. 
No. 314. Easter Novelty. 10 cts. each ; 6 for 
50 . Three designs, chick or rabbit standing 
on ledge of open hat-box, each with fancy bonnet 
trimmed with bow an i 
5x5% ins. 
Write for Easter Price List 


MacCALLA & CO., Inc., Pan Dosk St 


Kill Dandruff 
With Cuticura 


(All ete : 2%, Ointment 
Band oh talcum Parke gach 


spring flowers. . Size, 
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Philadelphia, March 29, 1919 


Subscription Rates 


(NOTE THE NEW RATES) 


The Sunday School Times is pub- 
lished weekly at the following rates, 
payable in advance, for either old or 
| new subscribers, in the United States 
|.and Possessions, Canada, Mexico, Cuba, . 
and Shanghai, China. These rates in- 
clude postage: 
$1 25 Five or more copies, either 
° to separate addresses or in a 
package to one address, $1.25 each, per 


year. t 
$1 75 One copy, or any number of 

© copies less than five, $1.75 
each, per copy. One copy, five years, $7. 
|. In recognition of the club organizer’s 
| aid we allow one subscription additional 
for every ten paid for in a club. 








| The Sunday School Times Co., Publishers, 


1631 Walnut Street, Philadelphia, Pa. 
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For Family Worship 
By the Rev. Joseph W. Kenp 





“ey worship” will soon lag and 
be carried through listlessly and 
perfunctorily unless we realize that this 
is the work of the Holy Spirit, as-much 
as any other religious exercise. We can- 
not render to God acceptable service in 
the energy of the flesh, and at our daily 
family devotions we must guard against 
sinning in holy things. A little fellow 
said to his father who had omitted the 
usual benediction from worship, “Father, 
there was no Holy Ghost in your prayer 
to-day.” How true such a remark might 
be of much of our praying. 
April 7-13 
Mon.—Isa. 53:1-12. .The Saviour Foretold. 


The prophet views the Son of God 
suffering and dying for our sins. In 
verses 1-3 He is despised and rejected. 
In verses 4-6 He is defended. In verses 
79 He is delineated, and in verses 10-12 

e is distinguished. This is God’s Gos- 
pel. May we know Him of whom the 
prophet thus speaks. 

Prayer Succestions: Pray for the 
multitudes of homes in which the chil- 
dren have no opportunity fF, seeing 
Jesus; for those surrounded with evil 
influences; for those entering on life 
with handicaps through the sins and 
neglect of parents. 


Tues.—Isa. 35 : 1-10._ Christ’s Reign. 


Christ came, once in the end of the 
age, to put away sin. This he did by 
suffering in our room and stead. He 
will come again and will take his right- 
ful throne and reign supreme over all. 





Where are the righteous dead ? 
Set 
Scofield 
Reference Bible 


Ed. by Rev. C. 1. Scofield, D.D, 
lols at oe the hard places = the 
a. Dr. Scofield's helps are cont 
to a Bible study course. 
New Edition. 2 Sizes. 34 Styles 
Ask to see the Pocket Edition printed on Oxford 
India Paper. Circular upon request. Ail all dealers, 


[3s wen UNIVERSITY PRESS AMERICAN BRANCH 








35 West 32d Street, - . - - New York 


Esc FREE 
HALL- MACK CO. : 
“MUSIC: 


New, to Pastor, Superintendent or Committee 
For Package of 6 regular issue, send only 10 cents 
in stamps. 


EASTER HELPER No. 5, 15 cents. Recitations, 


Exercises, etc., illustrated with diagram. 
SONG STORIES for Reader and Chorus. Return- 
able copies for examination upon request. 
Hall-Mack Co. } 1018-1020 Arch St., Phila., Pa. 
Adam Geibel Co. } 339 S.Wabash, Chicago (Agency) 
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How sweet wili be the melody of this } 
song in millehnial days. 

Prayer SuGcestions: Pray for those 
who are in @ special sense servants of 
the public—the workers in lunch rooms, 
,estaurants, and hotels; our ° police 
patrols and prison eam teachers in 
our schools and colleges; nurses and 
doctors in the hespitals. 

Wed.—John 1: 35-42. The Lamb of God. 

The Lord Jesus was truly the Lamb 
of God, the one God-ordained and ac- 
cepted sacrificial offering which both 
took up and took away the sin of the 
world. The heart of the lesson is the 
sacrificial character of the Lamb. With- 
out that the message contains no gospel | 
for a weary, sinsick soul. 


PraveR SUGGESTIONS: Pray for 
national organizations which have for 
their object the uplift of the people; 
those that exist for the help of the 
poor and distressed, etc. 


Thurs.—John 1: 43-51. Christ Our Saviour. 

Jesus is the Saviour, or He is noth- 
ing. If he were only a man, even the 
best of men, he would be inadequate for 
our need. As Saviour he has not only 
the compassion to incline him to save, 
but he possesses the power which enables 
him to save. 


Prayer Succestions: Pray for evan- 
gelistic work throughout the land; for 
the Laymen’s Evangelistic Clubs now 
being associated; that iy the hands of 
the Spirit of God their work may 
mightily contribute to the nation-wide 
revival so much needed. 

Fri—I Peter 1:1-9. Saved by Grace. ; 

This is a rich vein of truth. The new 
life (verse 3) brings with it new wealth 
(verse 4); awakens a new hope (verse 
3), and guarantees a new security (verse 
5). What an expression of grace. Who 
can cease to love that absent Lord out 
of whose heart such blessings havé 
come? 


Prayer Succestions: Pray for a feel- 
ting of “Divine discontent” to take pos- 


from our lethargy and bring us back 
to the message ayd the methods which 
are the power of God unto salvation. 
Sat.—1 John 1:1-10. A Present Saviour. 
Too often we miss blessing because 
we linger over what Christ has done and 
what He will do, instead of appropri- 
ating Him for our present need. 
historical or even a prophetical Saviour 


Prayer Succestions: Pray for the 
New York Jewish Evangelization Soci- 


Jews; that the coming season may be 
the most successful ever experienced; 
for the colonists in Palestine. 
Sun.—Heb. 1: 1-9. An Exalted Saviour. 
This is a grand summary of doctrinal 
truth regarding our Lord Jesus Christ. 
Dr. Vaughan distinguishes six particu- 
lars: Our Lord’s original glory ; His des- 
tined empire; His creative action; his 
sustaining operation; his redemptive 





Be Sure You Cet 


Full value wh h 

Neer ie em you purchase 

for your Sunday 
Our'‘WHY NOT?’ booklet may be worth 
dollars to you. Be sure to read it before you 
— Sogn. Suaescs Seen. 

stamp y w appre- 

ciated. Ask for the “Why Not? Booklet’, 
TULLAR-MEREDITH CO., 225 W. 36th Sie New York 


BIG PROFIT FOR A LITJLE EFFORT 





Send us the dines and addresses 
of five or more of the most earnest 
and capable Christians you know 
in your town and we will send you 
F R EE THE BIBLE TODAY 

for March and April. 


Price, 20c. 


DEPT. A, THE NATIONAL BIBLE INSTITUTE 
214 West 35th Street, New York. 


DIVINE Leaflets by Andrew 

Murray, A.T. Pierson 

A. _B. Simpson and 

others, also testimonies of healings. Sent for asc. 
HOUSE OF GOOD THINGS, 

517 Locust Street, . Johnstown, Pa. 

















| work, and 





@ | service may be unhurried, and that in 


His mediatorial exaltation. 
Let us 


“Bring forth the royal diadem 
And crown Him Lord of all.” 


Prayer Succestions: Pray for the 
calm and quiet of God’s rest to possess 
the soul to-day; that all worship and 


doing the Lord’s will we may know His 
peace filling our souls. Pray for the 
sick, lonely, and friendless that they may 
experience Divine comfort. 
New York Ciry. 
we 


HE account of the wonderful prayer- 

answer in the life of Engineer D. J. 
Fant in The Sunday School Times of 
March 15 will be followed by other 
miracle experiences in the evangeliza- 
tion of his parish. Readers. in or near 
Philadelphia will be interested to know 
that Mr. Fant will hold a series of eve- 
ning meetings, including several after- 
noon meetings, from April 8 to 20; at the 








session of churches in all directions; that}, 
a passion for souls may rouse us all} 


will not do for us what He can do who]: 
is a very present help in time of trouble. | 


ety; for the approaching arrangements}: 
for out-door Gospel preaching among |; 





Christian and Missionary Alliance, 560 





North Twentieth Street, Philadelphia. ‘ 
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the Testaments 
Are Coming Home! 


HEY have stories to tell—stories that will make glad 

the hearts of those who helped to give them to sol- 
diers and sailors before the boys went overseas. Just see 
whether your aid has counted for anything ! 


One of the Pocket Testament League’s field staff, the 
Rev. A. W. Karnell, had been holding a meeting with a 
Casual unit from overseas, when at the close of the meeting 
a young soldier stepped up to him and showed him a torn 
Testament. He then drew aside his shirt and showed 
him a wound in the chest just underneath his heart, where 
the bullet had entered. It had been deflected by the } 
Testament, and had taken a transverse course, passin 
out through his side. He was a member of the Secon 
Division, and had fought at Chateau Thierry, Soissons, 
and in the Argonne. He received the Testament at Camp 
Gordon, and said he had read it through three times, 
having pledged himself to read a chapter a day. 


At the close of another meeting, a soldier showed 
Mr. Karnell a League Testament given him by George 
T. B. Davis at Camp Merritt last June. That Testament 
was in France eight months with its owner, who was 
wounded at Soissons, in hospital for three weeks, fought 
at St. Mihiel, and there was badly wounded and gassed. 
He read his Testament through fhree times, and was a 
member of a group of twenty-four, men who read their 
Testaments together, daily, on the transport and in camp 
on the other side. 


Aren’t you glad you helped? Very many such_ex- 
periences' are coming home to us now, to show what the 
League was enabled to do, in Jesus’ name, for a quarter of 
a million American soldiers and sailors before they went over. 


But there are hundreds of thousands still over there ! 
And the tedious days of army occupation, of gradual de- 
mobilization, the temptations of the slow readjustment to 
the life at home, are filled with the severest testings for 
officers‘and men overseas, and here. Your opportunity, your 
privileges in the work of the Pocket Testament League, are 
not over! UWHear what one soldier said to Mr. Karnell the 
other day: 


“I am going into a 
greater battle now than 
_ the one [ve been through”’ 


His regiment had been shot to pieces. Many of the 
boys were still suffering from the fearful gas attacks they 
had survived. He was one of about a hundred and forty 
boys in a meeting where ninety signed atagee member- 
ship cards, and thirty-six accepted Christ. e was one of 
the thirty-six, and when Mr. Karnell said to him, as the 
boy handed in his membership card marked ‘‘I accept 
Christ, ‘* That’s fine, old fellow!” the soldier answered, 
‘‘Yes, Iam going into a greater battle now than the one 
I’ve been through.” 


He is. And so are thousands of others. Hence the 
army and navy work of the Pocket Testament League must 
go right on. ‘Two of our field staff are on their way to 
France now. Others are retained for work in the camps 
here as the boys come home. 


Please keep on supplying the needed money for Testa- 
ments and their distribution in this work of personal evan- 
gelism that God_ has so signally honored. Send all con- 
tributions to 


The Business Men’s War Council 
of the Pocket Testament League (Inc.) 


J. Lewis Twaddell, Treasurer 
524 Witherspoon Building, Philadelphia, Pa. 




















